


Note on the texts:

Thomas Hardy's 'Weathers' is a fairly straightforward
nature poem, though clear diction is required in one or two lines.
 
MacNeice's 'Bagpipe Music' is essentially a nonsense poem - the actual
meaning of the words (if any) is unimportant. But for those whose are 
worried about this and are unfamiliar with 1930's British slang I provide the
following guide:

'Peep-show' = fairground 'freak' show?
'Yogi-man' = practitioner of yoga and Eastern mysticism
'Blavatsky' = Madame Blavatsky, founder of Theosophism
'Hogmanay' = Scottish name for New Year's Eve
'Herring Board' = some sort of government fisheries body
'Fags' = cigarettes
'Ceilidh' (pronouced 'kay-lee') = traditional Scots music gathering
'Cran' = uncertain - either a type of fish or a measure

Written for and first performed by the New London Children's Choir
                                          and Ronald Corp

Two Partsongs
 for Children's Choir or 
        High voices.
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h. = c.58 (1 in a bar)

h. = c.58 (1 in a bar)

Thomas Hardy
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1. Weathers

S.

S.

A.

Pno







Blithely

   

This

mf  dolce


is the





wea



ther


- the



cuc



koo



- likes,

  

The


wea



ther- the


 

     
mf  dolce

This


is the





wea



ther


- the



cuc



koo



- likes,

  

The



      

This

mf  dolce


is the





wea



ther


- the



cuc



koo



- likes,




mf  dolce


 

  
  

 


 

  
  

 




mf  dolce


 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


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S.

S.

A.

Pno






cuc



koo



- likes,

  

And



so



do



I.


poco


    

When

mf


showers


be


-


wea



ther- the


 

cuc



koo



- likes,



And



so



do



I.

 
poco

      

When



  

The



cuc



koo



- likes,

 

And so


 

do



I.

 
poco

     



  

  
  

  











  




 

 
 

 

poco

 
 

 
  
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S.

S.

A.

Pno






tum

 

ble- the


 

chest



nut



- spikes,

   

be



tum



- ble- the


 

chest



nut



- spikes,

  

And



nest



lings



-


showers


be


tum

 

- ble- the


 

chest



nut



- spikes,

   

be



tum



- ble- the


 

chestchest



nutnut



-- spikes,spikes,



And



nest



lings



-

   
showers


be


tum

 

- ble- the


 

chest



nut



- spikes,

    

chestchest



nutnut



-- spikes,spikes,

  

And nest


 

lings



-



When


 

  

  



   


 






                 
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S.

S.

A.

Pno






fly.

poco

      
mf


And



the



lit



tle- brown






nigh



tin



- gale



-


poco


fly.

    
mf
    


    


poco
 

fly.

    
mf
    

    









 







 

 

mf


 


 
  

 
 

  

poco

        
     
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S.

S.

A.

Pno






bills



his



best,

   

And



they



sit



out



side



-



"The


Tra



vel- ler's






- Rest",

   


bills



his



best,

   

And


they


sit


out


side


-

 
"The


Tra

 

vel- ler's


 

- Rest",

   


bills


his


best,

 
 

And


they


sit


out


side


-

 
"The


Tra


vel- ler's





- Rest",
  

 

 







 
 






 

 





 




  

  












  

     
        


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S.

S.

A.

Pno







Pressing forward a little

 

And



maids



come



forth



sprig



mus



- lin


- drest,



and



ci

 

ti- zens





- dream

 

of the





south



and


west,

 

  

And



maids



come



forth



sprig



mus


- lin


- drest,


and


ci


ti- zens





- dream

 

of the



 

and


west,



  

And


maids


come


forth


sprig


mus


- lin


- drest,


and


ci

 
ti- zens





- dream

 
of the





south


and


west,

 



Pressing forward a little











 



 



 

   







south



 





                






 






 

3
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S.

S.

A.

Pno





  

And


so


do



I,

   

so



do



I.

   

  

And


so

  
do



I,

 

so



do

     

  

And


so,

  
so


do



I,



do



I.

    






 









 

I.



 







poco


 




                   
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S.

S.

A.

Pno





      

      

      














 



 



mp

           

5 5

             
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S.

S.

A.

Pno





  
mp

This



is the





wea



ther



- the



shep



herd



-

  
mp

This



is the





wea



ther



- the



shep



herd


-

  
mp

This

 

is the





wea


ther


- the


shep


herd


-


          

 


mp

                 
5 5

5 5

5


  

      

4
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S.

S.

A.

Pno






shuns,

   

And



so



do



I,

   

When



bee



ches



- drip



in




shuns,

  

And


so



do



I,

   

When


bee



ches



- drip



in




shuns,


 

And


so


do


I,

  

When


bee


ches


- drip


in



  
 

 




  





  

 
           

5

5


       

      
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S.

S.

A.

Pno




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   
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
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

and


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   
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

hill
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

-


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
and


duns,


 
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
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

and



ply;

   
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
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
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

-


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
and


duns,
 

 
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

thresh


and


ply;

   
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
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
hid


-

      









 





 




 

 






      

5 5


      

       
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
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
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
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
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 
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


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
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
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
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
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  
 
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
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
dow


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 
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



-

      
    








 


 




 










            5

5 5



  
      

    
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


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
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
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
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
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
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
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  
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
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 
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
rooks


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


o


ver


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
-
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
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
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
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
bars


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  
in


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
row,



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
rooks


in



   








 















 

   
    

  


              

     
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




fa



mi- lies






- home

  
ward


- go,

  
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

so


do



I,

   
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
do




fa


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


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  
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
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
so


do


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
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
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


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
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
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
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 


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
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 
      

 






 









 



















 













  

              

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


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  
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 


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  
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 



I,

  
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 












 






 

 




         
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


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

S.

S.

A.

Pno





 

do



I.

    
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
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
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
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
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






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
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




 



















        


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 















q. = c.142

q. = c.142

Louis MacNeice

Laurence Armstrong Hughes
1993 

  

2. Bagpipe Music
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








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





With manic insistency

    

It's no
knic


 

kers- are
go

made



the
of

mer
crepe


   

ry- go
de

round,
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   

-
it's
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




       

     
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knic





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go

made


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crepe





ry- go
de

round,
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   

-
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






With manic insistency















 













  
















 











 











 






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   
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
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 
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

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
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





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


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 



mf









 












 




137

S.

S.

A.

Pno







Sold



itseyes


 

for sou


 

ve- nirs,


 

- sold



itsblood






for whis





ky,


- Kept



itsbones






for dumb


 

bells



- to use





when he


 

wasfif





ty;


-

f

It's




      
f




    
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
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
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
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
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
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

go



the go




vern- ment- grant,

   
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


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



  


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



 






 





  







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
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

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  

11



180

S.

S.

A.

Pno







hang


your hat




on a pen

   
sion.


-

   
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 
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
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 
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

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

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
 
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   

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


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


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



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










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 
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 
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