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Louise Brownbill (alte), Tom Solomon {tenor), Lawrence Broomfield (baritone), the Birmingham Conservatoire
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NEW DAWN

An Oratorio in Two parts
Music by Andrew Bownes

Commissioned by Birmingham Conservatoire to celebrate the coming of the year 2000

Composed between 1997 and 1999, the Oratorio “New Dawn” contains six movements
including two orchestral Tone Poems. The texts are 19th century translations of traditional
poetry from various {ribes of North American Indians, predominantly of the New Mexico
area, Together, the poems form a story about the life-cycle of the Earth from the death to the
re-birth of a soul. The Oratorio is a celebration of this natural cycle, and is dedicated to all
those societies and individuals who are content to see themseives as a part of Mother Earth,
rather than seeking to own and, eventually, destroy her.

PART ONE

1. A Spirit js Departing Page 1

The opening of the work describes the yearning of the spivit te join his ancestors in "the south-west". He asks
the "eagle-clouds" to bear him there, and the people left behind are asked to remember him and to think well of
him. The music is full of solemnity and pathes, giving a sense of processional ritual, whilst at the same time
there are moments of great joy and searing sorrow.

All the white cloud sagles,
Lift me up with your wings and take me.
And also you other eagles.
Come and lift me up with your wings, way o high, all over the
world.
No one can see the place you are takirg me.
Way down in the South-west wher¢aurfathers and mothers have gone,
Put me there with your wings.

Thanks to Mother Earth, the whole world, ang Mother Eagle.
Bless my people.

1 am the spirit;

1 am leaving for my own place where I shall be happy all ry life.
I shall remember you aeiple all the time.

1 thank you al).

1 am on the way, “ravelling the road to where the spirits live,

I look at the road, far ahead, down that way.

Nothing happens to me, as I am a spirit.

I am a spirit, as I go on the road my spirit meets the others
come towards me.

T am glad to see them and be with them.

[ have a right to be there,

E cannot help it; T must leave because the spirit has called me back.
[ must go, 1 must obey,
I go direct to my spirit.

Now I cannot say what they will make of me.

1 may take the form of a cioud;

I wish [ could be a cloud.

When a cloud comes this way, you will say. “That, that is he!”
When T get to the place of spirits, I will hear everything you ask,
You must always remember me.

I am a spirit, and T bless you.
1 am a spirit, and I bless you.
And I bless you.

1, Orchestral Tone Poem
Journey Page 28

This Tone-Poem gives an impression of the journey of the soul towards kis ancestors, and on to re-birth and new
{ife. The music is full of vitality, vigour, optimism and warmih, but ends with a sense of unsureness as to what
awaits him at fourney’s end.
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3. Song: Awaiting Dawn Page 54

As the soul awaits re-birth, his future mother seeks the son of a god 1o become the father of the child she wishes for. She
discovers his dwelling place in which he sits, silently waiting for her. The unaccompanied chorai music depicts the yearning
passion of the mother wanting (o create new life with her chosen pariner.

With the dawn will I seek, seek my child,
Among the Childten seek

One the Gods shall make;

My offspring, my own child.

Where is he, the Son?

Where his dwelling place that [ seck?
Which can be his ledge, where he sits
Silent, waiting, waiting there for me?

Here is he, the Son,

Here his dwelling place that I seek;

This here is his lodge wherte he sits

Silent, waiting, waiting here for me.

4. Summer Dawn Page 58

The poetry of “Summer Dawn" is a highly sensual description of the erotic fantasies and exotic lovemaking which take
place prior to the re-birth of sotils. The music has a passionate remanticism, ai one with the sensuality of the poetry,
but at the same time there is a sense of religious divinity and o conconfration on the beauty of earthly rituals and acts.

She comes, the maiden who has known love!

Last Night Love touched ber in the hous¢ of waiting.
-Love hid the seeds of life in her garmenis,

in the wind of her walking they are/siattered;

All the sod will bloom with themn!

None shall be lost: because of hozciadness, the gladness of love known.
She sees the eacth not as we.stsit,

We who were not overtakeni by Love in the house of waiting.

Wake, women, maidesis, wives!

Greet the maiden!

Greet her with feet dancing, )

With songs of the heatt and lips trembling to silence,
Hands that [ift their wonder to the breast

Yet touch not the flesh.

Wake, sons, lovers, young chiefs, hunters with arrows!
Sharpen the dans, make strong, bend the bow;

Keen as light, and clear as the wind be your eyes!

The women await you in secret places

They have hidden themselves in leafy shelters:

All the green leagues of the forest are ashake with invitation.

The quick beating of their hearts is the whisper along the bending grass,
The sod grows warm, O men, Summer-dawn is the spirit of the women!

They have washed their hearts with prayer,

And their bodies with juices of cedar:

Perfumed and dried by the wind they have come up from the shore -
The great hosts of the women -

Unwrapping themselves from the mists of the moming,

They have entered the forest with the footfalls of muted music,

With light tossing steps like the spray on tong beaches.

The swinging trees drip dew:

With lines of sparkling rain they point the way the women have gone,
Leaving ali the paths to them open.
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Harken! They follow the maiden, singing:
“Come, come, O swiit and strong!
We are the women: seek us!
Qur hearts, like little swallows, nest above the secret pools.
O say, shall not the winged darf pierce?
And the shadow of the bended bow
Stir the still, deep pools?
O the waters shall sparkle and lcap and mingle,
And brim at your lips, O men!
They shall be poured out and dip upon a chief's feet;
They shall fill the hollows of his house with children!
Flowing in laughter and whispers and little cries
As smoke through the smoke-hole at evening!
Women! Waken the soil with freshets;
Bear joy upward as a canoe with sails, swifter than paddles.
O men, hunters of lile,

- We are the harborers, the fosterers - the women:

Seek us!”

1t was the women, the harborets, the fosterers, who rose first,
And foltowed the maiden,
They called to the men.

The men go forth like one!

Lightening and heat are their weapons, hurled crashing before
them. -

Their hair, spreading wide, gives black wings to the sun,

As a cloud filled with eagles blown up from the sea,

They enter the forest;

And the song of women is stilled.

The cry of offering ascends, it passes the Ywooping shadows;
There is a sigh through the forest of winuis sinking -

Then the hush

On the leaves is a sweet whisher of rain,

Whispered sweetness of pangs past.

The warm soil drinks the co2lness of tears -

Tears that are dropping meiudies.

The skies part, the blackiings fold,

The Sun chief s canog rides on the upper blue with furled sails
The maiden, laughing, is at the paddle,

Our village is drenchied with light.

The maidends zlad because love has overtaken us;

Because now we see the earth as she sees it.

Two by two, they come from the forest, the men and the women.
The women’s smiles are the little suntipped clouds.

Floating across the face of the mountain:

The lock in their eyes is deeper then seas.

High in the light the men lilt their heads.

On their clear brows is the mystic mark

Of those from whom a great dream has gone forth.

Firmly they hold the hands of the wornen,

Who have giv'n peace to their strength,

Together, together, the race-makers enter the lodges.

End of Part One
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PART TWO

5. Orchestral Tone Poem
Kitchi-Manitou Page 115

This describes the feeling of undisturbed, strong continuity ofien associated with Kitchi-Manitou, the chief god
of many native-American societies. The music depicts an idea of mystery and quier grandeur, but becomes
warm, comforting and welcoming as the soul is purified prior to his re-birth in the earthly plane.

6. Invocation Page 153

The finale invites the people to thank their god for the continuous cycle of life and nature, and for all the life-
giving beauties of the fiving Earth all around them. The Sun-Father (Kirchi-Manitow) appears, far off, 1o give
blessing to all who belong to his wonderful creation. The music is warm and giving, dedicated to alf who
remain an integrol part of the living Earth, but who have ceased their poiniless, destructive quest to own and
control it.

Come you, ascend the ladder, all come in, all sit down.
We were poor, ... poor

When we came to this world through the poor place,
Where the body of water dried for our passing.
Banked up clouds cover the earth.

Al come four times with your showers,

Descend to the base of the ladder and stand still;
Bring your showers and great rains.

All come, all ascend, all come in, all 5it down.

I throw out to you my sacred meal that you may all come.

Hold your gaming-stick; throw it forwards; all raine,

Give us your showers and great rains; all cotme,

That the seeds may be strong and come un, hatall seed plants
may come up,

‘That all the seed plants may come up and be sirong.

Come you that all trees and seeds may <ome up and be strong.

Come you hither; all come,

Cover my earth mother four times with many Oowers.

Let the heavens be covered with banked up clouds,

Let the earth be covered with tog; cover the earth with rains.
Great watets, rains, cover ih¢ earth. Lightening cover the earth,
Let thunder be heard aver the eanh; let thunder be heard;

Let thunder be hearc uver the six regions of the earth,

Rain-makers, canie out from all roads that great rivers may
cover the earth;

That stones may be moved by the torrents;

That trees may be uprooted and moved by the torrents.

Great rain-makers, come out from all roads, carry the sands of
our earth mother of the place.

Cover the earth with her hearts, that all seeds may develop,

That my children may have ali things to eat and be happy;

That the people of the cutlying villages may all laugh and be
Happy;

‘That the growing children may all have things to eat and be happy.

This way our great father wishes you to come.

This way our great mother wishes you 10 come.

That we may have all kinds of seeds and all things good,;

That we may inhale the sacred breath of life;

That our fathers and our mothers may bring us happy days.

Let gur children live and be happy.

Send us the good south winds.

Send us your breath over the lakes that our great world
may be made beautifu) and our people may live.

There, far off, my Sun Father rises, my Sun Father rises,
my Sun Father rises, ascends the ladder, comes forth from
his place,

May all complete the road of life, may all grow old.

May the children inhale more of the sacred breath of life.

May all my children have com that they may complete the
road of life.

Here sit down; here remain; we give you our best thoughts,

Hasten over the meal road; we are jealous of you.

We inhale the sacred breath through our prayer plumes.
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3. Song: Awaiting Dawn

(a little slower than ending of Part 2)
Andante e molto espressivo
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4, Summer Dawn
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