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WELLSPRINGS

For Tenor AND WIND OCTET by Julia Usher

| have always been interested in riddles. Answers to childish riddles make us gasp with delight at the mental leap of the
unexpected answer. But later in our lives, questions grow more demanding, and the answers less convincing.

In the great indian epic the Mahabharata, there is a famous scene by a poisoned lake, where the ability to answer a riddle is the
only way the heroes may save themselves from death by thirst - or deathi from drinking the lake water. 100 riddles ensue. This
reminded me of other legends | have met, where warning voices are &ssbciated with drinking at wells.

In this ‘dramatic scene’ for Tenor and Wind Octet, | have combingd riddles - which have no single answers- with another series of
traditions about drinking wells. The ancient ritual of well-dressing centres around the spa towns of Derbyshire. The people of each
village collect thousands of flower petals to create extremely somplex mosaic-like pictures, usually illustrating a biblical theme or
text. The pictures, set in a wooden frame, are then erected near the ancient wells of each village.

The warning voices that try to dissuade us from the experiences of life cannot be placated however: if you drink deep, or if you
turn away and do not drink death is unavoidable. It is sometimes more important to ask the right questions and seek a variety of
answer, not one absolute; even though life and death may still depend on the particular answer chosen. Time is running out.

Permission to quote from “The Russia House” by John Le Carre, kindly granted by the publishers, Messrs Hodder and Stoughton.
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WELLSPRINGS by Julia Usher

I came to a well; | stood at the well; I stood at the well.
I look’d inside. With thirst | cried; The well was dry.
My thirst was great; “Don’t drink”, a voice said - Dry stone

“Don’t drink”, a voice cried. But my thirst was great; Dry earth

But my thirst was great; | drank, and died. Dry-eyed,

I did not drink, and so | died.

I knelt at the brink.
Well-dressed;
The well was well-dressed.

Flowers of the spring; a living text, that planted in the mind should sing:
“Blessed are the Peacemakers”.

What can you abandon without loss?

What can you lose, and still find joy?

Why must you raise a tree, but leave the frudl?

What must be buried, before it livez?

What stands still, the more it flows?
What lives longer ‘than the earth?
What is the first and last thing?

Why may I not live, and thirst, and drink, and be satisfied?

“Death is a secret, like any other, reveal’d to one person at a time.”
(John Le Carre, “ The Russia House" )

When was the most blessed time? What flies faster than the wind?
-When we did not have to choose. - time, when it has run out.
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