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NOTE:

The text of this work is taken from "Orchegsiraj

or a poem_of dancing" by the sixteenth century

poet Sir John Davies. I have selocted loss

than a guarter of the poem, and have made many

re-orderings of the verscs snd a few omisslons

within them. Therefore the text printed below

is in no way representative of Sir John Davies’

poem for which I urge the reader to look elsewhers,
A. B. -

— PART ONE -

then Love had shaped this world, this great fair wight,
Thnt all wights elee 1n this wide womb contains,

And had 1natructed 1t to dence sright

A thousend mea:rures, with a thauzind strainas,

Which 1t should practise with 2delightful peins,
Until that fatal instant shoauld revolve,
When all to nothing should asgain resclve;

The comely order and propoceéion feir

On every slde did pleege his wendering eye;
Till, glancing through (the thin transparent air,
A rude disordered rout e did espy

Of men snd women, that most npitefully

bid one ancother throng snd crowd co sore,

That his kind evel/ An pilty, wept therefore.

And swifter than-the 11ghtn1n§ down he came,
Annther shapelésn chaos to dlgest;

fle will begln “another warld to frame,

For Love, ti11 all be well, wlll never rest.
Then with such wordo s cenuot be expressged
lle cuts the troopw, that all asunder fling,
And ere they wist he cants them in & ring.

Then 4id he rarefy the element,
And in the centre of the ring uppear;
The beams that from hie forehesd spreading went
Begot & horror and religious fear
In all the souls that round about him were,
Which in thelr cors attentiveness procures,
Vihile he, vwith ouch like sounds, their wminds allureae:

If sense hath not yeot t=ught you, learn of me

A comely moderation and discreet,

Thet your assemblies may well ordered be;

When my uniting powsr shell make you meet,

With heavenly tunes 1t shall be tempered suweet,
And he the model of the world's grent frame,
And you, eavth's children, Dancing shrll it name.
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Dancing, bright lady, then begsn to be,
Yihen the first peedo whereof the world did spring,
The fire‘ air, certh, and water did sgree
By Love's persuasion, naturu's mighty king,
To leave thelr first discorded combating,
And in a dance such meacure to obuerve,
As all the world their motion sliould preserve.

Since when they 8till are carried in & round,
And cbanging come one in another's place;
Yet do they nelthsr mingle nor confound,
But every one doth keep the bounded opace
Wherein the dance doth bid it turn or trace.
This wondrous mirecle did Love devise,
For dancing is love'e proper exercise.

Like this he framed the gods’ eternael bower,

And of a shapeless and confueed maas,

By his through-piercing and digesting power,

The turning veult of hesven formed was,

Whore starry wheels he hath &0 made to paoss,
As that thelr movinge do a muels frame,
And they themselves still danc=s unto the same.

Behold the world, how it is(whirled round!

And for it 18 so whirled, 1s/named Bo;

.For'your quick eyes in vandering to and fro,
From east to west, or o one thing can glence,
But, if you mark 1t vall, it seems to dance.

vessso(Dancing 18 love's proper exerclse)......

First you see fixed-in this huge mirror blue
Of trembling liants a pumber nmumberless;

Fixed, they are- nemed, but vwith a name untrue;
For they all mcve and 1n & dance exprese
The great Yong yeer that doth contaln no less
Than threetcore hundreds of thoce y:ars in all,
Which the sun mukes with hle course natural.

What 1f to you these sparks dipordered seecin,

As If by chance they had been ucattered there?

The gods a solemm measure do 1t deem

And see a Just proportion everywhere,

And lmow the polnts whence first thelr movings were,
To which first points when ml) return again,
The axletree of heaven shall break in twoln,

Under thet spangled sky five wandering rlames,
Besiden the king of day end yueen of night,
Are wheeled around, all in thelr sundry frames,
And ell 1n sundry measures do delight;
Yet altogether keep no measure right;
For by 1tself each doth 1isclf advance,
And by iteelf each doth a galiiard dance.
Yihen ny undting power shall make you mcet,
With heovenly tunes it shall be tempered sweet,
And be the model of the world's great frame,
And you, earth's children, Dancling shall it neme.
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= PART WO -

For that brave sun, the father of the day,
Doth love this ensith, the mother of the night;
and, like a reveller in rich array,
both dance his geliiard in his leman's sight,
Both back and forth and sidewaye passing light.
His gallant pgrace doth so the gods amaze,
That a1l stand stil! and at his besuty gaze.

llut see the earth when she apprnacheth near,
How she for joy doth epring and swectly smile;
But see npain her sad and heavy cheer,
Yhen chanpging places he retires a whiley
But those black clouds he shortly will exile,
And make them all before his presence fly,
As miets consumed before his cheerful sye,

‘iho doth not see the measure of the moon?
Which thirteen times she danceth avery year,
And ends her pavan thirteen times as soon
As does her brother, of whose golden halr
She Lorroweth part, and proudly “doth it wesr.
Then doth she coyly turn her“tace aside,
That half her cheek is scarce.sometimes descried.

And now behold your tender nurse, the air,
And common uneighbour that aye runs around;
How many plctures and lmpicrsione fair
Wlthin her empty regions.are there found,
¥Which to your censes @ancing do propound?
For «hat are breath, wpeech, echoes, mislec, winds,
But Aencings of the\alr, in sundry kindst

For, when you breatpe, the air in order moves,
How 1n, now out an time end mensure true,

And when you spenk%, co well she dancing loves,
That douvbling(aft and oft redoubling new

With thousend Torms rhe doth herselfl endue;
For all the vwords that from your lips repair
Ave nought but tricks and turnings of the air,

Hence s her prattling daughter, Echo, borm,
That dances to all volees she can hear.

There i no sound se harsh thai she doth scomn,
Hor zny time wherein she will forbear

The airy pavement with her [eet to wear;
Apd yet her henrdng sense 1s nothing quick,
I'or after time she endeoth ev..ry trick.

And thou' pweet music, dancing's only 1ife,
‘the ear's sole happines:, the ailr'e best speech,
Lodestone of fellowshlp, charming rod of strife,
‘The soft mind's paradise, the Bick mind's leech,
With thine own tongne thou trees sud stones canst toach,
That when the alr deth dance her finest measure,
T'hen art thou born, the pods' and mens' swout plessure.
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- PAKT THHEE -

These verious forms of dancing Love did frame,
Apnd bepsides theee, & hundred million mo;

And as he did invenil, he tought the same,
With goodly gesture and with comely show,
How keeping ttate, now humbly honourlng low.
And ever %or the persons and the place,
He taught moust fit and bect according grace.

Bince when mll cervmoniout mysturies,
All sacred orgies and religious rites,
All pomps and triumphs and sclemnities,
All funerals, nuptiale, and like public sights,
All parliaments of peace, and warlike fights,
All learned arts, and every great affair,
A lively shape of dencing seems to Lear,

Dancing, bright lady, then began to be,

When the first seeds whereof the world did spring,
The fire‘ alr, earth, and water, did agree

By Love'as persuasiocn, nature's mighty king,

To leave thelr first dlacorded cembating,

And in a dance such measure %4 vboerve,

As all the world thelr motildn\chould preserve.

Since when they still are cgeeried in & round,
And changing come one in.axbther's place;
Yet do they nelther mingle nor ennfound,

But every one doth kceg./the bounded space
Whereln the dance doth bid it turn or trace.

This wondrous mirac¢lsadid Love deviee,

For dancing is love™o proper exercise.

Only the earth detih 'stand forever otill:

Her rocks remove not, nor her meuntalns meeti,
Yet, though.the earth is ever steadfsst secen,
On her brosad breast hath dancing ever been.

For thoge blue velne that through lLer body spread,
Those sapphlre stireams which from grest hills do spring,
Ubserve a dance .....
sese.{Dancing is love's proper exercise,
Dancing, bright lady, dence} s....
veees In their wild wandering;
And 8till their dance begets a sunmnur sweet,
And 61111 the murmur with the dunce doth meet.

Yee how those flowers, that have vweet beauty too,
The only jewels that the eartli doth wear,
fthen the young sun in bravery her doth woo,
Ag oft es they ihe whistling wind do hear,
Do wave their tend.r bodies here wad there;
And though their dunce no perfect measure is,
Yot oftentimes their muslc makes them kises.


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

What makes the vine about the elm Lo dence
with tuenlngs, windings, and embracements round?
What makes the lodestone to the north udvance
His subtle point, nu if from thence he found
His chief ntitractive virtue to redound?
Kind nnture first dnth cause all thinge to love;
Love makce then dance, and in Just order move.

But why relate I every singular?
Since all the world's great fortunes and alfairs
Forvard and backwned ..... whirled nye,
According to the musle of bthe spheres;
And Change berself her nimble vet upbears
Un 8 round slippery wheel, thut rolicth aye,
And turns 81l ototcs wilth her imperinus sway;

Lo! thie i Deneing's true nobility,
Dancing, the child of Muslc and of Love;
Dancing itself, both love end harmony,
where all agree and all in order move;
Dancing, the art that all arte do approve;
The fair character ot the world's consent,
'he heaven's true figure, and *th'enrth's ornament.

Learn then to dance, you that)are princes born,
And lawful lords of earthly-creatures all;
Imitate tham, and thereof/take no scorn,
¥or this new art to thew ¥ natural.
and imitate the s$nre’ celestialg
ror when pale desth jyour vitel twist shall sever,
Your hettee ports nust dance with them Lorever.
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Oommissioned by Celchester Choral Soclet
Storila Fag) with fonde-

(Hon., Music Direcior:lian Re
provided by the Arts Council of Great Britein.

Orchestrationt

2 Flutes

{Flute 2 doubles Plccolo)
2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in B flat

£ Bassoons

2 Horns in P
2 Trumpets in B flat

Tiupsnd - one pleyer
Perduesion - two players
{519¢ Drum, Boss Deum,
Cymbals, Triangle, Gong,
Xylophone, Glockensplel,
Vibraphone (optional) )

Strings

Dursation: approximately 47 minutes

Wotes in all time changus Jd=d escept vwhere marked,
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DANCE OF THE UNIVERSE

words {rom Sir John Davies' mugic by Alan Bullard
"Orchestra® (1696) (1979)
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