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SYMPHONY NO 4. ANDREW DOWNES

Andrew Downes' Symphony no 4 for Symphonic Concert Band, was
commissioned by the Albuquerque City Concert Band as a result of
its Musical Director hearing the first performance of Sonata for

8 Horns.

The symphony perhaps represents the composer's ideal of
integrating non-western and western styles in its most advanced
way to date; culminating in the third movement, "Sky City", which
describes the composer’'s feelings on visiting this ancient Pueblo
city in the New Mexico desert, and includes a solo part, asked for
by the player, for Cedarwood Flute to be played by a famous
native American exponent of the instrument whose anglicised
name is Andrew Thomas.

The first movement, ‘Adagio- with mystery and expectation', and
entitled "City", is an evocation of the composer's feelings

during a day in the city of Albuquerque. It begins with a sense

of dawn over the desert, centering on this beautiful city, with

the San Diaz Mountains seen in the distance, The purity of this
early day is described with almost Renaissance-like open harmouny
played by pure sounding orchestral woodwind, joined by horns and
trumpet. Only as the city begins to wake up do the more robust,
slightly corrupting sounds of saxophones emerge from the texture.
The onset of full day is denoted by a melodic line played by
timpani, accompanied by upper wind. The climactic forte section
which follows on full band perhaps evokes the jubilant middle of
the day, with its full colour and searing sunlight, and the

clatter of city life. The harmonic style integrates some of the
Pueblo native-American modality, prevalent in this region, (and
explored more fully in movement 3, "Sky City"} with the
jubilation of rich sub-Saharan African parallel harmony, and
something of the purity of the European Renaissance, so close to
the composer's heart. The movement ends quietly and
mysteriously, suggesting evening over 4Albuquerque, with its
radiant glittering lights as seen in the distance from the foot

of the San Diaz Mountains.

The second movement, 'Allegro Vivice', and entitled "Mountains", is
an evocation of the composer's spirits as he walked along the
summit of the wonderful Sati-\’iaz Mountains, which rise almost
vertically from the desert zbout five miles north of Albuguerque.
The movement is in the form of a scherzo, and the music is lofty
in spirit, jubilant and faritare-like throughout the scherzo
sections, and retains the feeling of anticipation and joy even in

the more reflective chorale-like trio passage. Harmonically and
melodically the style of the music begins to anticipate the
native-American modality exploited by the cedarwood flute in the
ensuing moveent.

The third movement, 'Andante e molto espressivo’, is entitled "Sky
City". It exploits the lydian-dorian/pentatonic scale prevalent

in the native Pueblo music in that part of New Mexico. Its use of
solo Cedarwood Flute gives added authenticity to the composer's
wish to convey the feelings evoked when he visited this ancient
important in the cultural heritage of the Pueblo Indians.

The fourth movement, 'Adagio’, has the title "Desert”, and is a
deeply felt evocation of the composer's emotions of emptiness,
sadness, and raw fear of the unknown, as he travelled through

this vast New Mexican wasteland. The musical style is
characterised by relative dissonance, large and jagged intervals,
and funereal processional-like music with bells and hollow drums.
A poem concerning the funeral rites of the local Indians, written
by an anonymous Pueblo, and translated in the Southwest Museum
Papers, had some bearing on the composition of this movement,

All the white-cloud eagles,

Lift me up with your wings, and take me to Shipap. (heaven)
And also you other eagles,

Come and lift me up with your wings, way up high,

All over the world .

No-one can see the place where you are taking me.

Way down in the southwest where our fathers and mothers
have gone.

Put me there with your wings.

The finale of the symphony , ‘Allegro moderato - flowing’,

named "Rio Grande”, conveys the flowing, gently joyful

feelings engendered as the composer encountered this lovely river

- as it meanders through the otherwise empty desert. The music is
warm, flowing, and optimistic throughout, and hopefully provides
a contrast with the barrenness of the previous movement. There
are some moments of relative drama, perhaps reflecting the

" occasional rocky outcrop and whirlpool in the river's otherwise
peaceful journey.

Andrew Downes
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3. “SKY CITY”

Andante ¢ molto espressivo
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