
The Wheel 
a chamber opera 

 
Music by Agustín Fernández 

Libretto by Felicity Hayes-McCoy 
 

Commissioned by The Royal Opera House’s The Garden Venture 
With funds provided by the Arts Council of Great Britain and with support from The 

Independent Reader Sponsors. 
 

First performed by Garden Venture with Endymion Ensemble conducted by Christopher Willis, 
at the Riverside Studios, Hammersmith (London), on 1 June 1993. The singers were Fiona Rose 

(soprano), Jonathan Peter Kenny (countertenor), Stephen Austin (tenor) and Martin Lindsay 
(baritone). There were five performances. 

 
Duration: c. 35 minutes 
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Singers and dramatis personae  
Soprano:  
 Evir, a king’s daughter 
 Scathach, a warrior witch 
 Aoife, a warrior queen 
Countertenor: 
 A spy 
 A boy with a wheel 
 A scholar 
Tenor: 
 Setanta, a hero 
Baritone: 
 A king 
 A boy 
 A scholar 
 
Instrumental ensemble 
Percussion: marimba, vibraphone, bongos, güiro, snare drum, cabaça 
Accordion: free-bass button accordion 
Piano 
Guitar, doubling mandolin 
Viola 
Double bass 
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mf
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119

S.

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.









Evir    

You

p

will make

  
me a gift.

   

 King
What

cresc.

man

 
would not

 
be glad

  
to

f

take

   
you?

     

   
p

           
 

    
 To marimba    

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3




cresc.

         
f

             l.v. 

 
 


 


     







 


     

 


 


 


     
 

 
             

3 3

    



    

f




   


     
        
3 3


mf















   

f 

 




 





          

   
f

pizz.    mute on   
f

arco (*)

    øøøøøøøøø


* Repeat and rit. to a speed slower than the semiquavers in the next tempo.
Continue spiccato after the bow has lost the ricocheting momentum.
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q = 88124

C-T

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.










SCENE IV
Spy

King

  
He

mp

has


met her

 
in the fields.

     
He

cresc.

will have

 
her,

    
lord



     

     
p
          

     


p

  
mp

 

p

  
mp

    

     

    
p

      
mp            p        

     

 con sord.

        mp
           

p

   
mute off     


p
  

mp

 
p
  

mp
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x = x

x = x

129 



















C-T

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.










king.

mf
Spy

   
He

mp

isweak

 
when he

 
de fends

 
- twen

 
ty-

      
Athird


ofhis strength

  
can crush

 
thir

 
ty.-

    

King 
A

mf

mad man!

 
-

 
A boy.

       




       
mf

         
f 

       
f



    
f

 
       

f


 


 

   
mf   

mf                       

    
f

    
     

f




 


              

  
mp deciso

                       

   
mp

senza sord.

deciso

 
                             

   
mf

    
f

pizz.
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134 x = x

x = x





















C-T

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.










Spy 

In full

 
strength

 
he claims

 
for

 
ty.-

      

King   
A

ff

hun


dred-

 
crouch un

 

der-

 
his shield

    
gliss.




     
f

                      
        

ff

                          
                                          


     

ff

                    


 



                    
     

     
  

  
  

  
   

   
              

ff
        

   


 
     

       
ff
           

   
 

  
ff
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138

C-T

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.










Spy     

 King   
Do

mf

I


want a

 
cloud of blood

  
in my

 
land?

     
Will bro ken

 
- bo dies-

  
be

 

 to Vibraphone     

               
mf

                                   
 

 


  


 


 

       


sff



 



  



 



 
mf

                                   
 sff sff

sff

       
 

 


  


 


    

  

    

  

   



mf

                                   

    
mf

arco
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143

C-T

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.










Spy  

Your daugh ter...
  

-

 
A

f

ba

 
by- son.

        


good

King

for

 
thecrops?

       
Do

f
you have chil

  
dren?-

      
A

p

ba

 
by


- son.

     


Vibraphone     

p

          





                                
fp

           

               

                                       
p

        

                 


  

    
f

       

                                
fp

            

        
fp
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150 















































Bar.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.







King 
My

pp


fa


ther


-


was

 
a


wraith

 
be fore


- he died,

   
a


fal


len- leaf.

  
I


could


raise


him with


one hand.

   
Re


mem

 

- ber- that

 

       

pp

          

 pp

               
          

          

          

      
pp
          

          


pp
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poco rit.
160

A tempo
rit. 















C-T

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.









Spy      

 King
when your ba

 
by- son

  
plays


with the bronze

  
at your wrist.

      
Al rea

 
- dy,-

   
that


boy

 
she fan

  
cies


-


could break

 
   

p


    


 øøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøø   


       

    
p

p

        


          
    

   
p


    



        
   

S.P.

  
    

           
  

pizz.

p

(lower-note trill)       

     
con sord.

p

    øøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøø
          

col legno

 
p

    øøøøøøøøøøøøøø   

40

Pr
ev

ie
w
 F

ile
 O

nl
y

http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp



















poco a poco a tempo166 a tempo (q = 88) meno mosso q = 60

C-T

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.









 Spy  
He

pp

serves

  
the High

  
King.

 
Such a match...?

    
No,

p  
my lord.

   


me.

King

      f

Are you teach

 
ing- me po

  
li- tics?-

     ff

Good.

gliss.
   

3

 
p secco

'dead stick'

                  
p

ord.

 


  
f
     


øøøøøøøøø

       3 


 
 


    

f






   
f

      
sf

   
 

      
3

 
     

f



 

   
f

  3        
sf

          øøøøøøøøø


mute off   
f
   

p 
 


sf

  
f

      øøøøøøøøø
       

f

sul sol 

 ord.

pp
       pizz.

f

  
p

arco 
sf

pizz.
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172 Tempo I (q = 88) 



















C-T

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.










Mar

Spy
p


riage...


-

    

 King  
...can set


tle- a

 
man?

   f 
No.

f 
Not in my land.

    
Not here.

  
Her hus


band- shall

 
be

  
fat

 
and pale

 

 to marimba     
f
      


p

                 

f

            
       

fp

   


            


             

   
f


   

             
      

  

       
 

      
       


     


  

 p

              
f

   
         

      
 


  


 


 


p cantabile



      
f

             
  

   


fp

 
 

    arco
f

    pizz.         
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178 












C-T

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.










Spy    

 King
and dressed


in grey.

    
This boy can

 
go

   
this boy can

 
go

 
and reap

 
death



  
f
                                      


 

f

                              

     
       

                                      

   
f
 

 


       


          

  
  

f


  

             
   arco

f
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182 















C-T

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.









 Spy    Salutes and leaves 

King
in


some o ther-

   
man's land.

sf   Dismisses Spy.  


                               

ff

               

                           
ff

  


  
  

 

          
 

  
 


                               

ff

        

      


            
        

ff


          

      
sf

   
ff

        

        
ff
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186 












C-T

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.










Spy     Turns around, catches coin.

King    Whistle:


fp sf

 
gliss.


Throws coin to Spy.

  


           

     
           

  
to vibraphone

 

f
  

dim.

       

 
 

   


 
   

    


    

   
                  

f


dim.

      
f


dim.

       
     

     
  

  
  

  
  




       
    

      
f 

 
 

    
  

  
 

        
f
          

  
                  

f


dim.
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191

C-T

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.










Spy     


King     





       


                       

p

       

   



 

 

      
p


                                  

p

     


    
p

 

 to mandolin 



 









                                                            
      

p
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Senza misura ma in tempo q = 70

196

S.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.







SCENE V

1

Evir

The

pp

birds

 
of theair

 
havegone

 
as tray

  
- try


ing- tofind

  
onean o

  
- ther.


-

2 3

The

pp

hound

 
in thewoodhasraised his

     


p


pp



  


pp


pp 

 

  

 

 øøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøø







   øøøøøøøøø


Mandolin

p sempre libero, come improvvisando
     

p
          


pp




pp
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S.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.






head.

Evir

 
his voice
  

is a bell

   
in the hill.
  

4 5

The

pp

star


 

ry- frost

 
of the night

   
will kill

 
the lit

 
tle-




pp







 øøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøø
pp





 øøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøø


Mandolin

p

          


sul re

pp
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S.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.








fox

6


Evir

es.


-

7

Win

pp


ter- will freeze

  
the blood

 
in our veins,

   
youth


cannot


last

 
for e

8


ver.

 
- Twosteeds




I see.

  


pp








Mandolin

pp


 

 

 øøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøø 



p

            
pp

 


sul la

pp
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Poco più mosso q = 100

S.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.








9

Evir 
Two

p

steeds

 
I see,


  

of like
 


pp

 

   
3

   
3

   
3

   
3

   
3

   
3

   
3

   
3




pp

 

                                
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3


Mandolin

f
            

  

  
pp

                              
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3


pp
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199

S.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.








size,

Evir


beau


ty,- fierce

 
ness,- speed.

     
A grey

 
horse,



 
pp
                  

       

   
3

   
3

   
3

   
3

   
3

   
3

   
3

   
3

   
3

   
3

   
3

   
3



   

                                                
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3


Mandolin    

p

  
                                                

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
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202

S.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.








broad,

Evir
fierce, the o

 
ther- horse

 
jet black.

Evir

  
-


Slen der- foot

 
- ed.-

   
I see


a

 

  
p

      
      

3 3 3 3

  


   
3

   
3

   
3

   
3

   
3

   
3

   
3

   
3

                    
3 3 3 3

   
      

     
3 3 3 3


Mandolin

                           
p

    

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

   
pp

                  

                                 
p

              
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

              
p
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205

S.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.








char

Evir
poco a poco cresc.

ri- ot

  
- of white

  
wood,


wick er- work,

  
fine


bronze wheels,

  
a gold

 
en


-




poco a poco cresc.

     
 

    
 

     
  

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3


  

                                                            
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3


poco a poco cresc.


   

  
   

  
    

  
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

 







Mandolin  

p cresc.
               

 
poco a poco cresc.

                                              
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3


poco a poco cresc.
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208

S.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.








yoke.

Evir   
A man,




a crim


son- tu

 
nic,-

  
a brooch


of

  


      

        
3 3 3 3


  

                                    3 3 3 3

 
       

     
3 3 3 3



Mandolin

      
     

     
     

     
     

     
     

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

      

                            3 3 3 3
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211

S.

T.

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Vla.

Db.









gold.

Evir 
Fea

f
thers!


- - -

  


Setanta  

Ar

ff
mies


- go


back


wards


- for




King     


                                          

  
ff


  

  
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3


                                          

   
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

                  

   
ff

   
  

    
ff

       






 

   
 





 
      

     
     

     
     

     
       

 
 




          
 

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

                            
ff

             
                            

ff
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215 














Senza misura e libero 














In tempo (q = 100)

S.

T.

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.









Evir  

 fear

Setanta
of


my


face.

 

 King  
But

mp


have



you

falsetto ad lib.
fi


nished


- your


train


ing?

p
-

gliss.
pp

  


    

 
f

           
         

3 3

3 3

3 3         
3 3

 
  

 


 
   

 f

          








3 3


    

  
       

3 3

 Mandolin  
f

          
3 3

       
f

        
3 3
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Lento

Tempo di prima (q = 100)218

S.

T.

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.









Oh

Evir
fp

dad dy!-

     


Setanta 

Well...

p   
Well have I

  
been taught

   
in the courts

  
of the King

  
of my lord.

  
 King    
    

p
       


p


mf

            
      

3 3


    

           
ff
   

3 3

  
p mf

             


     

ff
   

  Mandolin 
p mf

           3 3

  
p mf

    
    

p

           
3 3 pizz.  

mp

arco                        
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Senza misura e libero

222

In tempo (q = 100) Senza misura e libero

T.

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.










Setanta 

pp
 

AAAA

p

mong chief
  

tains-

 
and he

 
roes-

 
and jes


ters- and po

  
ets- and

f 1


2  3 3 3 3 3

3 3

King

But

p


not


a


broad?


-


  

...and

f
farm



ers?


-



 to vibraphone       

   
f



p




    




    

 
p

                 
  

fff

  
3 3 3 3

3

3


Mandolin   

f


p 

   pizz. 
p

              
f

   
3 3 3 3 3 3

 
pizz.

p
                

f

   
3 3

3 3 3 3
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In tempo (q = 100)
226

Senza misura e libero

T.

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.










Setanta  

Yes.

f
1


2



 King 
But

mp


have



you


learnt


what


Scha


thach


- has


ti


teach?

 
gliss.

    to marimba 


f

           
          

3 3

3 3

3 3

  


          

3 3


f

 


Mandolin

f

           
mp


3 3

  arco

f

         3 3
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In tempo (q = 100)
228 Lento In tempo (q = 100)

S.

T.

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.










Evir   

No!

p

       


Setanta  
No.

f

      
Where

mp

is this witch?

    
Where


is


this


 King   

The

mp


war



ri


- or


- witch.




   




           
to vibraphone       


motor on, fast

mp

    
3

5

3 3


f


  

ppp subito

  

mp

          
p

  
3 3

  












   


f

             
sf
      

mp

          
3

5 3

3

           
         

3 3 3 3


Mandolin

f

     
mp




   
mp

      
pp

 
mp
   


f



ppp subito

     


          
pp

    
mp


    3 3

3 3

  arco

ppp

non vib.  
mp

mp

       
pp

    
mp
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rit.
234 meno mosso (q = 76)

T.

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.








 witch?

Setanta


mf


      

King mf

Ea si- ly- told:

     p
East


wards,


-


east


to the sea,

   
in a speckled

 
boat

  
on the whale's

  
back


a



      




   
 

p

  


    


 
 


  





pp


p

  




p


 



 
   

 






 

 
mf
    


 




Mandolin   
pp
                            
3 5 5

3

3

     


pp


mf

    pizz.

p
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239 poco rit. senza misura 














Mosso q = 96 














S.

T.

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.









Setanta

Evir     
     


man

King
may


float


to the white

  

sand

 
and the rocks

  

of theland

  
of


Scha thach.-

    

     (still motor on, fast)

pp
 

      
ff

  

  


   


  
  





pp


    

  
   

  


    
ff

  

 





  
 


     


Mandolin

                     
pp


  øøøøøøøøøøøøøøø     

3

5

3 3 3 3

3 3

     
ff


ff

  
                 arco

pp
  

ff
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244

S.

T.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.










Evir

  
But

ff


no man

 
could walk

 
be fore-

 

 I

Setanta
ff


will


learn


what Scha


thach- has

 
to teach.

      

  
f




   
                         


 

                      

  
 





     




Mandolin 
f




    

     pizz.     arco

feroce

                  
      

feroce
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247
poco trattenuto a tempo 

(q = 96)

S.

T.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.









Evir

him

  
in the courts

  
of the kings

  
of the world!

     


Setanta   

   
ff

to bongos




                            
 

 



p


 

                            


  





 





 


 

 



p
   

 
  


      

 


  



Mandolin

     
  ff

  

 


 





p
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Bongos

INTERLUDE
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Mandolin


 

to guitar
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Boy with a Wheel  

Wel

SCENE VI
mp

come-

  
tothis place.

        
Her

mf




Setanta     

I

f

am a he

   
ro,


-


I


seek


a


witch.
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Boy with a Wheel

is on an is

   
land- to

 
the east of here,

     
guard ed- by the bridge

    
of Ill

 
luck

   
High on the cliff
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you

Boy with a Wheel

will meet a li

   
on- who wan

  
ders- a lone.

    
-


Leap


on


its back.
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Boy with a Wheel


Which


e- ver- way itgoes

    
let it take you there

    
when it


de parts- from you

    
you


will have


reached

 
the


Plain


of


Ill
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 (sounds an octave higher)
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Luck.

Boy with a Wheel

     
This

p

is the man

   
ner- of


that plain:

     

      
p
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p
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p
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on

Boy with a Wheel

one half
   

men's feet stick

 
fast; on

  
the o ther- half

    
the grass


ri ses- up

   
and



                                                  


 

 
 

 


   

          
          

          
    



   






   


a

p

p a m i p a      p p a   p a m i p a      p p a   p a m i p a      p p a   p a m i p a      p p  
3 3 3 3

     

p
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pier

Boy with a Wheel

ces- the feet

  
of men.

    


Setanta  

If

mp

this plain
 

can be crossed

     
I


will


cross



                                       


   




 

    


   


    


   


    


   


    


 


  


a p a m i p a      p p a   p a m i p a p       p sim.   

3

            
3 3 3
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Boy with a Wheel


You

mf
will


cross


it

p

if you take
  

this gift.

     
Fol low- the track

  
of the

  

 it.

Setanta

      




                                    

    

    

  


    


   


    


   


    


   


    


   





   


                                     

3 3 3 3
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wheel

Boy with a Wheel


a cross

 
- the plain.

    
There

p

is no shame
    

in tak ing- gifts

   
from strang

  
ers.


-



              

  
p
             3

      

    


(p)

   



  
  



  




    


     

(p)

    
 

    pizz.

p

            
3

    
(p)

        


     
p

pizz.

         
  


             pizz.
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76

Pr
ev

ie
w
 F

ile
 O

nl
y

http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp




















318 





























































































































C-T

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.








Boy with a Wheel


Trust

mf
the li

 
on


-

   
and fol

 
low- the wheel
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dim.
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Boy with a Wheel

       

 
mp dim.
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Lento, molto pesante q = 44
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S.
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SCENE VII
Schathach   

A

f

li
 

on- a lone.
   

-

 
A boy


on a beach
  

with a spear

  
in his hand.

     
One boy

 
is much

 
like an

  


 to vibraphone

    


motor on (medium)
ff


  
mp


   
  

  
ff




 





 


sffp

  
mp

       

6

 




 


          

 


 
ff









   

ff




 
mp





   

6

  



        

 
ff 

 


 


      
mp

     

 

 
ff

  







sff

    
mp


pizz.

        arco
sul la

 
ff




  

sff

     
pizz. 

mp
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o

Schathach

ther.-
    

Age

f

brings
 

con so- la
  

- tion.-
   

Si lence- is strength.

   
Thin as a

  

  


mf

          
  


      

mf

                 
 

6
5

5

  






      

mf

             
  

6 6
6   

  

 
mf


sf



 sf




 

mf

     
pizz.

sf

    
sf
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sf
   


sf
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bone.

Schathach


Emp ty- of juice.

  
Like a shar

  
pened- stoned.

     
Washed

mp

by the salt.
    

sea.
 


Setanta

Scholar 1     mp
Fan cies- him

  
    f

I

offstage,  head in piano

seek


the war ri- or- witch

       
 Scholar 2    

Who's

mp

he?

  


  

ff


  


 

    


sff
    

pp moderate, weighty accents




  
    


  

f

           øøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøø
     




sf
 

sf

  
ff

 
p

 
    

sf


ff

    
p
   


sf

sf

    


sf

 
ff
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Schathach

Sharp as a shell.
     

The two


ends are low

  
and the mid

  
dle- is high.

      
An

cres.

eel


of the ri

  
ver.-

  


self

Scholar 1

    
 

I

Setanta

seek the war

  
ri- or- witch.

        
I seek the war

  
ri- or- witch.

      
I will

 

 Scholar 2
Nah.

  
He'll ne


ver- cross the bridge.

        
He'll ne ver- cross

  
it.

  

   

      
   

øøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøø

 
    

 
cresc.
  

   
   arco

p moderate, weighty accents
     

cresc.

          

    
p cresc.
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Schathach


The mast


of a ship.

    
Nar

mf

row- as the hair

   
of a man's

   
head.

  
 Scholar 1   
 cross

Setanta

the bridge.

       Setanta 
   
    

f


 cresc.

       
       

5 5

6

  
f


   

øøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøø
 

  
     

   
  

6

3 5
6

6

   
        

f


  
sff
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Schathach


Sons

ff

of kings

 
have met death

  
at my bridge

    
washed by the still

    
salt

 
sea.

 
Sons of kings

 
have met death

  
at my

  

 Scholar 1 
Here

ff

we are taught the use

    
of arms the he

   
ro's- art.

       

Setanta

I

ff

will


find the witch.

        
I will


find the witch.

      
 Scholar 2  ff

Here we are taught the use

    
of arms the he

   
ro's- art.

       


ff 










ff

  

   


   


    

   







 

  
  

 
 

 
 ff





 



  sff


sff


 
pizz.

  
sff

   
sff

  sff
   

 sff

sff
   sff

sff

   
sff
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In tempo q = 48
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Accord.
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Vla.
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bridge.

Schathach

1



2 3 4 5 6

 
I

mf

am Scha

 
chath,- the war

   
ri- or-

   


Setanta ff eroico

Ah

      

  
ff
 

mp

   øøøøøøø
sfff


   

 
   


 

     


 
ff

   


 

sfff


     


 
    

p    øøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøø





   


 

p

      øøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøø
sfff
    

f
 

 



arco

ff

 as many bows as necessary
    


sfff
   




arco

sfff
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witch.

Schathach

     

 I

Setanta
f

have come to learn

     
what Scha


thach- has to teach.

     


f
     

    +5 (Quinte on)               
12

  f ff


f

 

f ff

               
12

 

        
  

           

                    
           

12  ff
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Agitato q = 132

S.

T.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.










Schathach

Scha

mf

thach- does not

   
giveherse

   
crets- to a

   
ny- onewho asks.

         


Setanta    

    
p

  



 senza pedale

ff

      
 

3

 
3       

 
3




      3 3

3

3

3
3

3

   Quinte off
p 


 

   
ff

      
 

3

 
3       

 
3




      3 3

3

3

3
3

3

  
p

    


sff
    hold them down

p

         
 

3

 
3       

 
3




      
5

3 3

3

3

3
3

3

  


ff

 


three-string trem. øøøø     


sff

   pizz.  arco
p

  
ff

   


  

3

     


 
3


 
3

     
3

3
3 3

3
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Schathach 

1
 2  


Setanta 

What

f
does


Scha


chath


- say


now

 
with


a


blade


bet


ween


her


breasts?

 

     
   


    f         




3

3
3

3

     
   


   



f

  

3

3 3
3 øøøøøøøøø

  ff-mp   

    


  



 

 
3 3 3

3

 
f


    


 

f
       

pp bisbigliando

    
øøøøøøøø

               
pizz.

f

  
3

3

3

3

 
ff-mp

ff-mp  
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Presto possibile
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Your

3
mp


wish


es


- from


me

 
as


you


name


them


in


one


breath.


4

  

 
The

p

feats


of a war

  
ri- or- from you.

     
the ap


ple- feat, the thun

   
der- feat, the

   

   

 


 
p

              

           

    

   
p

         
 øøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøø 

p         
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T.

Pno.

 blade

Setanta

feat, the spear

  
feat, the rope

  
feat, the cat

  
feat, the sal

  
mon- feat, the throw

   
ofthe staff, thewheel

    
feat, the breath feat, the He

     
ro's- whoop,

 
the blow,

 
the coun

 
ter- blow,-

  3
3 3 3 3
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Lento q = 48

Lento q = 48

S.

T.

Accord.

Pno.

Vla.

Db.









Setanta

Schathach    
I

p

will teach

 
them to you.

    

 run ning- up on a lance

     
and right ing- the bo

    
dy- on its point

   
the scythe, the cha

   
ri- ot- and the he

    
ro's- twist ing- round

   
the points of spears.

      3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

      
p

  

   

     
                            
   arco

p    
       

      
 

p

pizz.             
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Schathach


Are you con tent?

   
-

    


Setanta    

The

p

King


him self,

  
-


it was a

  

    

 





  +5


Quinte on

p

        

    


repeat note

p

             
p

               

    

 p

    
p
       


p

       
p

                                       


sul sol

p

     
p

arco                              
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Schathach

One

p

boy

 
is much

 
like an o

  
- ther.-

   
Si

pp

lence- is
  

 gift.gift.

Setanta

   

 
     


Quinte off

pp

                                                       

       


pp

             

  

  


  
  



  sul sol-re

pp


 

ord.    

 
pp
     

sul la
p
   

92

Pr
ev

ie
w
 F

ile
 O

nl
y

http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp


q = 152378

S.

Perc.

Accord.
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strengh.

Schathach

  

Interlude

 

   

pp
     

l.v.

 
5

                        

pp

                           

      

 
pp

  
pp

              
    

     

      

 mute on


      

pp

con sord.           
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q = q
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Db.





   
SCENE VIII

 

     
  

      
  

        
     

     

     

    
     



 



  



 




           

       
         

  
pp
                       

p

hit the bridge
















                          
mute off

   senza sord. col legno

p

 



 





     col legno
p
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Db.





 
p





          

p cresc.

  
         

  
   

                  
   

   
p
  

                


          

                               

 
















































































 
 






 






 






 






 





cresc.

cresc.


 






 






 






 





               
cresc.
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Guiro 

mp

                       
cresc.

                 




f

+5

     

mp

Quinte off              
mp


    

cresc.


      

   

   
          

  

 
mp

      
    

cresc.


     


f

                  
 


f

ord. trem.

 


mp

p





secco, non arpeggiato

p





p





p





p





p





p





p





p





p





p





p





p





p





p





p





p





p





p





p





 ord.

f

     
mp

             
cresc.

  


f

ord.

 
pizz.

mp




secco, non arpeggiato
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403

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.






Guiro                             

ff

    

  
   


  

     
   


 

f


cresc.
   

ad lib.    +5

ff

      Quinte off          

  
  

  
    

  
              

       
    


 


 

   
   

   
f cresc.

  


   
ff




  


p





p





p





p





p





p





p





p





p





p





p





p





p





p





p





ff





  

     
ff

              

 

 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 




arco

ff
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410

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.






Guiro   

ff

                        

  
 

    
                  

     


 

  
 

    
             

   
   


 

      


 


                     


      

    
                    

 

 
  

      
  

  non arpeggiare
































   

         
  

non arpeggiare


































  

                
non arpeggiare
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418 















Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.





                      

  
 

    
     




    



    +5   

     


 

  
 

    
    


 

    


 
  

    
 

  
 

    
           

     
     


      

    
                         

 
  

      
  

 
























 


 

         
  
























        

                
























 

99

Pr
ev

ie
w
 F

ile
 O

nl
y

http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp


















425 















Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.





       


           

p

      Quinte off

        
p

          

             


           

p

               

            
        





 





p

        

                   
p
                               

  
p
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432

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.





                             
cresc.

                    

         

       
p cresc..
               

         

   
p
                   

cresc..
                    

                                   
cresc..

                
  

       
p cresc.
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441

T.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.








Setanta     

Great

f
is my

 
name,

 
great


is my

 
fame,



   
mf

   
          

         

   
mf

               


   
 

  



  

      f

        

      


mf
      

       
               


  

   
mf

             

   
mf

       
pizz.

mf

   
arco

f
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450

S.

T.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.










Aoife  

[vocalise]

mf

               

 well

Setanta

have

 
I


beenreared

 
in


the High

 
King's


house.

 
Much


have I

 
learnt

  
from


Scha thach- the war

  
ri- or-

  

     
f
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458

S.

T.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.










Aoife

              
Skins


are

 
sawn


to hold

 
wa


ter

 
-

  

 witch.

Setanta  
None


shall now

 
walk

 
be


fore-

 
me


in


the


courts


of


the kings

 
of


the



         

                       
   

 

        

       


        



            
   

   
f                         

      
              


            

   

             

   
arco

f
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466

S.

C-T

T.

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.









Fruit

Aoife
holds


the seed

   
egg

mp
holds


the bird.

 
[vocalise]

         
Skins are

 
sawn


to



 Scholar 1        
 world

Setanta        

 Scholar 2        


Cabaça              
mf

          
mf

          
mf

   
      

  


 mp         
       


   

   
        

         
      

          


            
      

          
  

  
  

    
mp

sul re-la         
          

mp

pizz.
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475

S.

C-T

T.

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.









hold

Aoife


wa


ter


-

 p     
Ripe


ness- is

 
strength


and en

 
du

 
- rance


- is all.

  
Ter

 
-

 Scholar 1  
Aoi

p


fe
 

-

      


Setanta 

Who's

mp
that?

       
Scholar 2   p

Scha


thach's


- e ne- my.

  
-

      

              

  
p

      
p

   
           


 

   



 




 




 




                    

         
         

         
    col legno

p

            
      

p

  

  
  

  
p
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484 Libero 












S.

C-T

T.

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.









ror

Aoife

  
and


sweat

 
amd


wa ter- to ba

   
nish- the blood.

         

 Scholar 1   
No

hushed 
man

 
can

 
beat her

  
in bat
   

tle.-

    


Setanta       

Ah

f   

Scholar 2   
hushed

No

 
man

 
can

 
beat her

  
in bat

  
tle.-

   

        


    

     
pp

       
            

       
    

pp
    

                
 

 
 

 


  


          
  

       
  

 

     pizz.

pp
                    

                  
pp
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Giusto
q = 150492

Meno mosso
q = 120 Meno mosso, senza rigore

S.

C-T

T.

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.








  mp

vocalise

                     
You

 
are?


 

         


           

         

 
f

              

                   

 f 
            

pp   

  
 

 


 
         

pp cresc.

   øøøøøøøø
 f 

             
pp cresc.   øøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøø

 
f
             

pp


cresc.

   øøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøø
 arco

f

               
 

f

arco
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501 Giusto q = 150 













S.

C-T

T.

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.








      

 
f

    

  
I am


the sword

  
of Scha thach.

       
      


f


     

f

                    


sff


      

f

                             
           

 
         

   
              


sff


      

f

                             
 

                             
 sff


       

f

           


sff

                                      
   f    

f
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Senza misura
507 

















Presto possibile e frenetico

S.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.








1

You

f
have


no


i


de


- a


- who


you


are.

2
     


p ff

          
   


   

 



 
ff

      
              

   


ffp

    
        

 
 

   
 

  

ff

                

   

   


    

        
    










 

p


 

ff
   

 
      

 
     


p


ff

   
 

       

     


ffp

 
ff
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513

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.





 
f

   
ff
               

ff
   

ff

 

      
  

  
  

   one bellows blow for each chord
feroce

             


 

           
  












































             

    
sff sempre

        

  
            


          

  
            

      









































5

  
   

  
  

        
feroce

feroce

             
3

                     
feroce

             
3
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523

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.





             


gliss.          

                     
    

 






















































    

  


   
    

    
        

    
 

gliss.
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532

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.
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542

T.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.







       




ff

      
   

      
  


      

   
   

  


ff

      
          

  


      
   

   
  

      


ff

      
          

  


      
   

   


       

  
ff

     
  

                


ff
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Senza misura, colla voce
549 unsynchronised

T.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.








Setanta

1


What

f
does


Aoi


fe


- say


now,

 
with


a


blade


bet


ween


- her


breasts?

2


3


 


f

in own time    

 


in own time

f

  

   

 
l.v.

 
f

 
   


l.v.

 
f


in own time

pp

         
øøøøøøøøøøøø


ff-f



in own time

p
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549 



















In tempo q = 88

S.

T.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.










Your

4
 Aoife

wish


es


- from


me


as


you


name


them


in


one


breath.

    


Setanta   

Give

mf
hos ta- ges

 
- to Scha

 
thach.-

  
ne ver- op pose

  
- her a gain,

   
-

  


  

 


  

    

    

           

 øøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøø 
mf
   

               
              øøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøø 

mf
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553 











S.

T.

Accord.

Gtr.

Db.








Aoife     

A

p

son
 

fore


sha- dows
 

- his


fa ther's-

  
death.




Setanta

and

  
and

p
bear

 
me a son.

        

  
p

   
           


      

 

                         
 

     
p
             

  
pizz.

p
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561 















Più mosso q = 152

S.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Db.






Did

Aoife
you know?

   
One boy

 
is


much like

 
an o
 

- ther-

 
I'llbear

 
you


a son.
    

          


    

          

     
           

          

          

                        

p
      

       


        
p
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571 








q.=71

Perc.

Pno.

Gtr.

Db.



Snare drum     rim

head   
p


INTERLUDE




 


    


   

           
      

 p

                      

         
     


  

                

                         

581

Perc.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.





                                       
cresc.

            

     
p

a

secco

p a m i p
a


   

p p a

cresc.

  

p a m i p

a


   
p p  

3 3

       

        sul mi
arco

p cresc.
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588

Perc.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.





                               
f

         

       

 
mp cresc.

m
























 







m
























 







m















 









 








a pa m i p

a


   
p p a  

p a i p
a


   

p p a  

p a i p
a


   

p p a

  

p a i p
a


   

p p

f

  
    

3 3 3 3

  
mp

col legno

cresc.

              
f

       ord.

with soloistic flair

      5

                               
f
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594 















Pensieroso q = 76

Bar.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.







 King        

 


 



 

  


 
 


 




 
  


 

 
dim.

             
SCENE IX

  

 
f

 
 

      
   

 
      

                     

 


 



 

  


 
 


 




 
  


 

 
dim.

                

 
f

 
 

      
   

 
      

                     

 f






 




 

  

 






 




 




 

  

 






 
dim.



 
  

  


 
  

  


 
  



  

                    
p

       
5

                          
p

pizz.  
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602

Bar.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.







 King   
A

p

leaf

 
falls


froma tree.

   
Black


frost


co vers

 
- the world.

  
Days

cresc.
spentindark

 
ness-

  


p




 


 


         

p

  

        
 

 
  

cresc.

 

   


               

         
 

p


cresc.

 


p











    




 


   
p
 

                          
cresc.

       

    
sul re gliss.             

p

   
cresc.
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609

Bar.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.








throw

King

ing- dice.

   
Nights


by the fi

 
re-

  
glow ing

 
-

3

deep.


Mak

f
ing


- sons.

  
The

f

bud




is green

 
on the branch

  

   
       

     

       
f

 
 

 
 

   

   
    

f


 


 


  

 


         
 


  


  

    
f

     


3

     
f

                   

            
f

    arco        
pizz. gliss.
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615

Bar.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.







 King 
an o

 
- ther- crop.

  
Ap

mf cresc.

ples

 
- swell


in tne sun

  
light.

 

       
cresc.

  

      
 

 


mf

   

  
mf


cresc.

                            
3 6

     


  
  


    

   
mf cresc.

  

 

 





       

mf cresc.

                 

 arco         
mf

pizz.


cresc.
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619 

















Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.








Life re turns.

  
-


But


men grow old.

   
Dead

ff
men


liveon

 
in the mouths

  
oftheirchil

 
dren.

mp

-

   
I

p
have

 
no son.

   

 Bongos     
p



 
  

ff 


 







    
p
 


     

 
 

 
    

               
ff 


 


 


    

3

3 5


     


 


 

 
   


  

          


          


 





 

  



 





   

 
3

3

5
5 3

5

    
ff


ff 

          

         
ff 

arco  
pizz.

  
arco

  
pizz.

  arco gliss.  
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q.=75625

S.

C-T

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.









      

      


cresc.

                                                 

      

      

    
mp secco cresc.
                      

      

  
mp secco cresc.

                                       3 3 3 3

  
p cresc.

                                              

 
pizz.

p cresc.

                                  

126

Pr
ev

ie
w
 F

ile
 O

nl
y

http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp


631

S.

C-T

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.










whistle
Evir

f

   throw coin
       


Spy  Catch coin       


f

   
f dim.

                                                           

    
mf dim.


 

   


    
      







f

                                       
  f dim.

    

 f

                                           3 3 3 3 3


f

    f dim.

                                            

 f

    f dim.


f dim.

                            

127

Pr
ev

ie
w
 F

ile
 O

nl
y

http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp


637 












Senza misura ma in tempo q = 70

S.

C-T

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.










Evir


One

pp

boy

   
is


much


like an o

1
  

- ther.


- The

pp

birds

 
of the air

  
havegone


as tray

  
- try


ing- to find

  
onean o

 
- ther

 
-

2

Thehound

 
in the

 3

       


pp

           


pp

   

 
   


pp
          

       

 pp

     
pp

 

 
 

 øøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøø    3 øø


pp

          

 
pp
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Più mosso q=100

S.

C-T

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.










wood

Evir

has raised his head

    
his voice...
   

Two

p agitated

steeds

 
I see.


 

   

   

   

   

   

  
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

 øøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøøø  

                                 
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

  
pp  poco a poco cresc.

pp  poco a poco cresc.
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642

S.

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.










Evir

Two steeds

 
I see,

poco a poco cresc. 
of like size,
  

beau


ty,- firm

  
ness,- speed.

 

 King 
Days

p
spent in dark

 
ness-

  
throw ing- dice.

   

   

  

p

   

    

   

 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  


  


  


  3 3 3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3 3 3

   
 



                  
   

             
   

   
   

3 3 3 3 3 3

3 3

3 3 3 3
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645

S.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.








Evir


I see a cha

  
ri- ot- of white

     
wood,


fine


bronze

 


      

      
      

      
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3


 

 

 

 
      

      
      

     
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

                            
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

  

                            
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

                

131

Pr
ev

ie
w
 F

ile
 O

nl
y

http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp


647

S.

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.










wheels.

Evir 
A white

 
pole of white

  
sil ver.-

   
A




Nights

King
by the fi

 
re-

  
glowi


ing


- - deep,



  


                                               

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3


   


















 


 










 

 











 
 


 














 


 








  






















 





 


























 














3
3

3
3

3
3

3
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3


 







 





                                                
3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3
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649 














S.

T.

Bar.

Perc.

Accord.

Pno.

Gtr.

Vla.

Db.










yoke

Evir
of gold.

  
A man.

    


Setanta  

Great

ff
is my

 
name,

 
great


is my

 
 King

mak


ing


- sons.

   


p
           

ff
                    

   


           

ff

                
         

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

  

       

 
                

 
 

 
 




 
 





 





 





 








 



 








 






   
 


   

 

 




3 3 3 3 3 3 3
3

 




ff
    

  
                 

3 3 3 3 3 3

                          


  
   

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 
 


ff
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