What i1s the Price
of Experience?

Text by William Blake Music by Julta Usher
for soprano, flute, vibes, clarinet, cello

What is the price of Experience? do men buy it for a song?

Or wisdom for a dance in the street? No, it is bought with the price
Of all that a man hath, his house, his wife, his children.

Wisdom is sold in the desolate market where none come to buy,
And in the wither'd field where the farmer plows for bread in vain.

It is an easy thing to triumph in the sunimer’s sun

And in the vintage and to sing on the wagon loaded with corn.
It is an easy thing to talk of patience to the afflicted,

To speak the laws of prudence to the houseless wanderer....

It is an easy thing to laugh at\wrathful elements,

To hear the dog howl at the wintry door; the ox in the slaughterhouse
moan;

To see a god on every wind and a blessing on every blast;

To hear sounds of love in the thunderstorm that destroys our enemies’
house;

To rejoice in the blight that covers his field, and the sickness that cuts
of f his children,

While our olive and vine sing and laugh round our door....

It is an easy thing fo rejoice in the tents of prosperity:
thus could I sing and thus rejoice: but it is not so with me.

from Vala: Night the Second from the Four Zoas
by William Blake
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What is the Price of Experience?

For Soprano, Flute, Clarinet, Vibraphone and Cello

This poem, The Price of Experience, was placed the centre of a large-
scale choral oratorio, A Grain of Sand in Lambeth which I wrote in 1986
for the Blake Society of St James' Church Piccadilly. Under rehearsal
pressure, it was omitted from the performance. It has long been in my
mind to reset these bleak and yet compassionate words for voice and
instruments.

I began the setting in the spring of 2001; and resumed work in early
September, in a version for soprano and piano. Their appropriateness to
the sombre world of autumn 2001 has haunted me since.

This new version, for soprano and small ensamble was prepared for a
concert for Colchester New Music, 2007; a version for soprano and piano
has been recorded for Metier Records in January 2002.

In the text, Blake portrays a harsh reality where there is an easy
temptation to rejoice over our cwn good fortune, when others are
suffering; and that wisdom is bought at a great price. The poet seems to
expose hypocrisy and cynicism; and at the very end, to wearily distance
himself from lures of arrogance.
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What is the Price of Experience?

for Soprano, Fl, Clar (Bb), Vibes, Cello
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