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THE £LIGHT GARDEN

(Bagh-e Nur)

for
violin, viola, ‘cello
clarinet {bass/Bb/Eb}, piano

‘Finally, and in my case with an awe and almost with disbelief, we visited the memorial and
tomb of Babur...It was built by Babur’s grandson, Shah Jahan in 1640, and the tomb, which is
black, pink and green marble and alabaster, by Abdul Rabman about 1880. The site is an old
and disused garden out of sight of the city, on a hillside above the Kabul river with mulberry
trees and one or two enormous planes of such a girth and with such limbs they may have
stood there since Babur’s death. The mulberries probably date from 1640...the memonal is
really a mosque, open on three sides like the simple wooden mosques in many villages. The
material is Kandahar marble. The inscription over the main entrance reads as follows:

ONLY THIS MOSQUE OF BEAUTY, THIS TEMPLE OF NOBILITY,
CONSTRUCTED FOR THE PRAYER OF SAINTS AND THE EPIPHANY OF
CHERUBS, WAS FIT TO STAND IN SO VENERABLE A SANCTUARY AS *THIS
HIGHWAY OF ARCHANGEI.S, THIS THEATRE OF HEAVEN, THE LIGHT
GARDEN* OF THE GODFORGIVEN ANGEL KING WHOSE REST IS IN THE
GARDEN OF HEAVEN, ZAHIRUDDIN MUHAMMAD BABUR THE CONQUEROR.
(* Afghanistan*)

There is not much more to be said about the grave &f Babur. There were Persian graffiti carved
with knife points in the lower trunks of the big planes, a soldier in khaki was reaching into the
shadows for mulberries, an officer had slung iis hammock for the afternoon between the
branches of a plane.....°
exivact from
The Light Garden of the Angel King: Ti«vels in Afghanistan with Bruce Charwin - Peter Levi
(Pallas A thene Publications, 1972)

Jor
John Baily and Veronica Doubleday
with admiration

First perforinance given. by The Tate Ensemble
at Carnegie Hall, New York
27 June 2002

(Commissioned by The Tate Ensemble
with funds generously granted from the Holst Foundation)

ISMN M 57020 680 3
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