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Performance Notes

1 Quartertones

* quartertone sharp
? threequartertone sharp
L quartertone flat

2. Trills

All trills are to be played as fast as possible.

Trills marked tr. are to the next semitone higher unless otherwise marked.

Trills marked ktr, are ‘key’ trills or timbral trills using any convenient
fingering to produce the necessary articulation.

3. Grace Notes
All grace notes are to be played very quickly.
4.  Vibrato

s.v. senza vibrato
m.v. molto vibrato

Program Note

Jo-ha-kyii was originally composed in 1935 for Roger Marsh and the Keele New Music
Ensemble for performance at the 19th Annual Conference of Music Research Students
held at Keele the same year.

The title is a reference to certain temporal processes in Japanese music and theatre which [
studied at this time as preparation for the composition of a series of works for a Japanese
flute, the shakuhachi. The current version was revised in 1991 for the then current
instrumentation of the Keele New Music Ensemble.

The work is based on a single melodic line originally written for the shakufachi. Elements
of this melody are refracted around the ensemble creating a series of multiple images and
distortions of the original material. The ideas arising from this method of working are
defined in the first section, fused together in the central section and dispersed in the final
section. This method of definition, development and “rushing” to a conclusion is contained
within the traditional concept of Jo-ha-kyi.

duration approx. 1§°30”
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