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Tall Ship Tales 
 
Tall Ship Tales was commissioned by the City of Rochester Symphony 
Orchestra with funds provided by the Ralph Vaughan Wiliiams Trust, the 
Britten-Pears Trust and the William Gibbs Trust. 
 
The first performance took place at the Central Theatre, Chatham on 
17th November, 2001 with the CRSO conducted by Harry Curtis. 
 
 

Instrumentation 
 

3 Flutes (3rd doubling piccolo) 
2 Oboes 
2 Clarinets in B flat 
2 Bassoons 
 
4 Horns 
2 Trumpets in B flat 
3 Tenor Trombones 
Tuba 
 
Percussion (2 players): 
 1) 2 Congas, Glockenspiel, Crash Cymbals, Sandpaper Blocks, 
 Castanets, Whip. 
 
 2) Very Small Gong, Tambourine, Drum-kit (Small suspended 
cymbal Medium Suspended Cymbal, Snare, Large Tom-Tom/Floor Tom, 
Pedal Bass Drum). 
 
Timpani 
 
Strings  

Duration 
 

15 minutes. 
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With driving energy (q = 132)

TALL SHIP TALES

Tom Armstrong

for Harry Curtis and the City of Rochester Symphony Orchestra

Piccolo

Flutes 1-2

Oboes 1-2

Clarinets 1-2 in Bb

Bassoons 1-2

Horns 1-2 in F

Horns 3-4 in F

Trumpets 1-2 in Bb

Trombones 1-3

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass
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