KOR EV'S TRICK

For Percussion and Piano

PROGRAMME NOTE:

Koroviev's Tricks was commissioned by and dedicated to Evelyn Glennie and Philip Smith
and was written between May and July 2001. The title refers to a character in Mikhail
Bulgakov’s novel The Master and Margarita (1928-1940) in which Woland (Satan posing as
a black magician) arrives in Moscow accompanied by his entourage of Koroviev (interpreter,
sorcerer and choirmaster; long as a pole with a pince-nez and nasal voice), Behemoth (.."a
black cat of uncanny size, with a glass of vodka in one paw and a fork, in which he had
managed to spear a pickled mushroom, in the other™) and Azazello (.."a short but
extraordinarily broad-shouldered man, with a bowler hat on his head and a fang sticking out
of his mouth. .and flaming red hair besides").

My piece refers in particular to the particular scene in which this motley ensemble manage

(by dubious means) to acquire the Moscow State Theatre for an evening of sorcery with
hilarious and devastating results. .

JC 2001
BIOGRAPHY:

Joe Cutler was born in London in 19¢5nd studied at the Universities of Huddersfield and
Durham, and at the Chopin Academy; Warsaw on a Polish Government Scholarship. His
music is regularly performed and bréadcast all over the world, and performers have included
the Tokyo Metropolitan Sympliony Orchestra, English Northern Philharmonia, London
Sinfonietta, City of London Sinfonia, [.ontano, Ixion, Ensemble de Ereprijs, Harry Sparnaay,
Annelie de Man, Tomoko Mukaiyama and the Netherlands Wind Ensemble (who featured
Sal’s Sax in this year’s New Year Concert for Netherlands TV and Radio from the
Concertgebouw).

He has won a number of prizes and awards including 1990 Ricordi Prize and 1994 LMF
Prize. More recently he was awarded a Special Mention at the 1997 Gaudeamus International
Music Week and received the second prize in the 2000 Toru Takemitsu Award. Current
commissions pieces for Ensemble de Ereprijs, the Schubert Ensemble of London and a new
work for the combined forces of Icebreaker and Orkest de Votharding. He is also composing
for the Royal National Theatre, London.
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PER I LIST

LITHOPHONE
CROTALES
ICEBELL (with rivets)

5 GONGS (small tq very large)
LARGE 22* CHINESE CYMBAL CIRCA 12" SPLASH CYMBAL RESTING ON TOP
LARGE SUSPENDED CYMBAL

MEDIUM SUSPENDED CYMBAL

2 LONG THIN METAL PIPES SUSPENDED FRGM FRAME
METAL PIPE

METAL BLOCK (or cowbell)
10 WOODBLOCKS

SNARE DRUM
4 BONGOS
3 CONGAS

BASS DRUM

- ON: C.9 MI s
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