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Sonno delle città terribili was mostly written in Bologna in February 1999, although it was 

enlarged later that year in London and incorporates material written in Cortona in 1998. 

The title of the work is taken from Gabriele d’Annunzio’s Maia (1903), which comprises 

the first book of the epic Laudi del cielo del mare della terra e degli eroi. 

 Sonno delle città terribili was first performed by Nicolas Hodges at the 1999 

Huddersfield International Festival of Contemporary Music. The work is dedicated to my 

father, Anthony Powell, on the occasions of his 64th and 65th birthdays. 
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