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Two Songs from "The Spell” was commissioned by Musike (UK) Lid.
with funding from Northern Arts Board. The world premiere took place
on August 30, 2000, at Elvet Methodist Church under the auspices of the
the 2000 Musike Festival in Durham. The performance was given by the

following ensemble of musicians under the direction of the composer:

Joe Cornwell {tenor)
Maurice Bourgue (cor anglais)
Marco Rizz: {violin 1)
lona Broawn (violin 2)
Bruno Fasquier (viola)

Gary Hiotfman (violoncello)

Two Songs from "The Spell*has been composed with the permission of the poet,
Hugo Williams, and, in the case of The Accident, the publishers Faber & Faber Ltd.
The composer would also like to take this opportunity to thank Jean-Bernard Pommier,
Hugo Williams, David Whittington, Amber Sand, David Haslam, Nicholas J. Booth,
Joe Comwell, Mark Mulqueen, Mark and Rosemary Monument, Jeremy Dibble,
lan Partridge, Musike (UK} Ltd, the McCool Foundation, Northern Arts Board and
the Music department of the University of Durham, all of whose help and

encouragement has had a direct impact on the composition of this piece.
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The Accident

The cricket ball lingered an eternity
in the patch of blue sky
before returning eventually to earth

I was standing with outstretched hands
when the full force of the future

hit me in the mouth.

Hugo Williams
“THE ACCIDENT" from Dock Leaves (Faber & Faber, 1994)

Come, Tears

The days are full of darkness, the evenings glow
With longing for a year
That's going out. Come, night,
Fall fast on this house. Let me sleep
In love with her again. Come, tears, and fall
For other nights like this,

Whose speli | broke by so deceiving her.

Rain hissing at the window, the world is stuck
In the last groove of a year
That's nearly gone. Come, rain,
Splash your brushstrokes down
Grey stone. Come, tears, why don't you fall like that
On my hands, that | may find

This sadness no harder to bear.

Hugo Williams
“"COME, TEARS", from Love-Life (Whizzard / Andre Dsutsch, 1979)
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Martyn Harry

The Spell

for Tenor, Oboe

and String Quartet

The Accident

a poem by Hugo Williams
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Calando al Fine
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