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And the heart cracked

for. sopranc and piano

(1998)
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And the heart cracked is a song-cycle for soprano and piano.
There is an optional introduction and coda for trumpet and piano.

This piece was commissioned by Beth Shalom Reform Synagogue in Cambridge and first
performed at a service for Yom Hashoah on 22nd April 1998 by Gabrielle Fisher
(soprano), Daniel Becker (piano) and Anthony Aarons (trumpet).

The poems are all from Primo Levi's collection Ad Ora incerta, published by
Garzanti Editore and translated by Ruth Feldmon.uand Brian Swann.

The duration, without the introduction and‘coda is approximately 22 minutes.
With the introduction and coda the duration is approximately 27 minutes.

The poems are used and reprinted with kind permission of Garzanti Editore, Milan,
Italy.

If the introduction and coda for trumpet and piano are used, they should overlap with
the first and last song:
The piano part of 25 February 1944 begins as the trumpet part finishes.
The coda replaces the piano part from bar 110 onwards of song V, and again, the
trumpet overiaps with the end of the vocal-part.
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Programme Note

This song-cycle was commissioned by Beth Shalom Synagogue, Cambridge, in 1998 for
inclusion in a Yom Hashooh service.

The poems come from the collection Ad Ora Incerta. They were written by Primo Levi
in the winter of 1945/6 one year after he was liberated from the Buna-Monowitz
concentration camp (which was a subsidiary of Auschwitz).

There are five poems all of which deal with Levi's experiences in Buna-Monowitz:

25 February 1944 (dated 9. Junuary 1946),
Singing (dated 3 January 1246),

Buna (dated 28 Decembér 1945),

Reveille (dated 11 January 1946),

Shemd (dated 19 January 1946).

AL
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And the heart cracked
Song cycle based on poems by Primo Levi for soprano and piano

Andrew Lovett

25 February 1944
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