Gabriel Jackson
A Vision of Aeropl anes

for unacconpani ed choir (6S4A4T4B)

A VI SI ON OF AEROPLANES was comm ssi oned by™Sernhard Starknmann and was first
perfornmed by the BBC Singers, directed by“Sinon Joly, at St. Paul’s,
Kni ght sbri dge, on Cctober 17th 1997

Duration: 15 m nutes
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En! Simles sunt avi bus magnis

sed hae machi nae praeclarae pul chriores sunt quamavis ulla.

Alis sculptis de netallo nitido, se torquent, convertunt, denergent,
caelumillum nantes celeritate splendida et obscura venustate arcana.
Terrentes autem sublines, habentes potestatem verendam et gratiam di vi nam
opera priscissinmorum somi orum nobi s sunt -

| am nae ful gentes et acutae quae viam suam di sci ndunt in futurum

hos currus flanmeos aeriosque vol are videre vere nagi cus est.

Machi nae i ngentes eorum nos in caelum sine opera trahunt.

Nubes perforanmus quae nos ad tellus |igant

et ebrii in silentio et inanitate subvol anus.

In imagi natione imobilitatis nec ullo tenporis sensu porro | abanur.
Subauscul tamus occul ta angel orum Conscii nysteriis stellarum
Imortal es facti sunus.

Tandem dom nati onem nut us vi ci mus.

Tandem | ati tudi nem aetheris optato nobis est vagari.
Possunus iter ad fines orbis terrarumin horis facere;
possunus ad marginemaeris in puncto tenporis attingere
possunus | unam stel | asque errantes tanguam nostras adrogare
et futurumultra fines opini orum nostrorum

Sal ut emus miracul um nmaxi num saecul i nostri: Aol at um

Behol d! They are |ike great birds

but these gl orious machines are nore“Yeautiful than any bird.

Wth scul pted wings of gleaming netal, they twi st and turn and dive,
[ighting up the sky with their dazziing speed and dark nysterious gl anmour.
Frightening yet sublinme, possessed of awesone power and supernatural grace
they are the products of our nost “prineval dreans -

shining sharp bl ades cl eaving @wheir way to the future

it is truly magical to see these fiery aerial chariots in flight.

Their mghty engines pull us effortlessly into the heavens.

W pierce the clouds which tie us to the earth

and soar, intoxicated, in the silence and the space.

We glide along in a fantasy of inmobility and tinmel essness.

W are eavesdroppi ng on angels’ secrets. W are privy to the nysteries of the
stars.

W have becone i mmort al

At |ast we have conquered the tyranny of gravity.

At |last the breadth of the ether is ours to roamat wll.
We can travel to the ends of the earth in hours;

we can reach the edge of the atnosphere in mnutes;

we can claimthe moon and planets as our own,

and a future beyond the range of our inaginations.

Let us salute the greatest miracle of our century: flight!

| amindebted to Martin Rupp for his invaluable help with the translation.
G J.
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COVPCSER S NOTE

Al though it takes its title from Vaughan Wl lians, the nodel for A Vision of
Aeropl anes is the large-scale votive anti phon of the late 15th century (as
exenplified by the pieces in the Eton Choirbook) with its sequence of richly
scored tuttis alternating with reduced-voice sections (here scored for solo
voi ces). The names of various aircraft are encrypted into the score: the
structural proportions are derived fromthat of what is undoubtedly the nost
beautiful ever built - the AEROSPATI ALE/ BAC CONCORDE. The tutti sections (and
the doubl e ginell at Tandem dom nationen) are each based on a different cantus
firmus; these canti firm are not of plainchant origin but are plainchant-
substitutes derived, again, fromthe names of sonme of the nost significant
aircraft in the devel opment of aviation. They appear in the piece in the
chronol ogi cal order of their construction: WRI GHT FLYER, SOPW TH CAMEL,
SUPERVARI NE SPI TFI RE, DE HAVI LLAND COVET, AVRO VULCAN, HAWKER HARRI ER, LOCKHEED
BLACKBI RD, DASSAULT BREGUET M RAGE, BCEI NG 747 and NORTHROP B2
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A Vision of Aeroplanes
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