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CHRISTMAS HYMN was commissioned by Cappella Nova with funds provided by the Scottish 
Arts Council, and was first performed by Cappella Nova, directed by Alan Tavener, at the Barony 

Hall, Glasgow, on December 19th 1996 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Duration: 6 minutes 
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Hodie nobis caelorum rex de virgine nasci dignatus est; 
   ut hominem perditum ad regna caelisitia revocaret. 
Gaudet exercitus angelorum 
   Quia salus aeterna humano generi apparuit. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo: et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis. 
   Quia salus aeterna humano generi apparuit. 
 
Today for us the king of the heavens deigned to be born of a virgin; 
   that he might call back lost mankind to the heavenly kingdom. 
The array of angels rejoices 
   Because eternal salvation has appeared in human form. 
Glory to God in the highest: and on earth peace to men of good will. 
   Because eternal salvation has appeared in human form. 

 
First Respond at Matins, Christmas Day 
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Very calm and still (q = 52)
Gabriel Jackson

Christmas Hymn

© Gabriel Jackson 1996
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