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PLAINSONG   FOR   STRINGS 

(revised version) 
 

Jennifer  Fowler 
 
 
for divisi strings: 
 
Beginning to J:  Violin 1 
    Violin 2 
    Violin 3 
    Violin 4 &/or Viola 2 
    Viola 1 
 
J - L:    Cello 1 (solo) 
    Cello 2 (solo) 
 
L - N :   Violas 1 & 2 
    Cello 1 (tutti) 
    Cello 2 (tutti) 
    D.Bass 
 
N - end:   Violin 1 
    Violin 2 
    Violin 3 
    Violin 4 
    Viola 1 
    Viola 2 
    Cello 1 (solo) 
    Cello 2 (solo) 
 
 
Can be 1, 2, or more instuments on each part (except where marked “solo”) depending 
on resources.  An effective contrast in texture would be to have single instruments per 
part up to letter L, then more instruments per part after that. 
 
 
 
Duration  :  10 - 11 mins. 
 
 
Adapted for strings (by the composer) from Veni Sancte Spiritus for chamber choir. 
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 iii

Programme note. 
 
 
 
  NOTES on PLAINSONG FOR STRINGS 
    JENNIFER FOWLER 
 
 
 This piece is an adaption of an earlier piece for chamber choir, 
based on the plainsong "Veni Creator Spiritus".  It explores a process of 
built-in resonance. 
 
 Canons have always been an "echo device", but in this piece the 
canonic voices proceed at fluctuating speeds, so that the time relationship 
between voices is constantly shifting. 
 
 Throughout, a single line is used, but decorated and smudged 
outwards in such a way that the resulting sound can be directionalised 
and shaped. 
 
 
 * * * * * * * * 
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