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THE GRIFFIN'™S TALE

Legend for baritone and orchestra

GRIFFIN;: GRIFFIN:

Next, this 'Alex' loaded himselif in the cockpit

and fastened his belt, and I could sniff them fixing
those key-babs to the roof at each corner.

It was a dismal summer. all green and quiet.
ke hovered by crossroads, hoping for carrion
and squawked and squabbled over the helpings. .

The stink was delicious! A hot splutter of fat

splashed on my pecker. I could stand it mo longer:
famished, I lurched the job off its mporings -

But then one day the pickings were good. Herds of brutes

vt horses ciashed and bellowed as they slashed their skins.
A rosy glut of guts was unhidden, -

Peace fell, Such thew and sinew! Such spicy giblets! "

And btgu:igz ;Ei:kbzzk?u¥aétNgoE;mia;Dn:;ggtngszo time in ravenous craving I launched it spinning in-

- to the sky, twisting around the winds of the co-
lours of space in a lust for those piglets.

1 hoisted higher. but no nearer the skewers.
Ice formed. My quills prickled. Alex was shivering.
The earth looked like a deep-frozen eyeball.

Feasting lulled me: 1 was resting my head in a
rib-cage when some ruffian clambered on my kack -

it took three or four hops to eject him. .

1 sank my talons into another fetlock, i
but more af the featherless bipeds flung a net:
I fought! - lepping and chopping about me -
useless: they wrapped me in ropes. Then their beast~in-
charge
¢tame to inspect - his rabble bowing, and blowing
kisses from their claws. Here’'s what he boasted:

ALEXANDER :

“The sky is leanming down
to meet the earth. The sky
unrolls its bolt of cloth for me to step upon.
I am the one to whem it falls
to quell rumour and survey the field,

"Just as I bridled the wild horse
madderied by his own shadow

by forcing him to face the sun, so now
I steer my own gaze to the heavens

and ignore the oracles.

"My historians will echo:

"It was then that years of research
into bubbles and rockets

and scaffolds and special hills
delivered their terrible seed.’

Therefore:

"All these entrails -
interpret them!
Make farthest sightings.
Predict conquest.
"Abandon work on
the Hills of Surveillance.
Take ironmasters
from the Star Staircase
"and carpenters from
the Tower of Faresight.
Abort the artificial wings.
This pruject has priarity!

-

"Let a carriage be built!
Mount spears at the corners,
and & harness on top
to be drawn by that crezture.
"His are the wings to haut
my ship of the air!
Let the hull be strong.
Make a porthole for me.
“For it is my will ta see
as the eagle sees
when he sizes up terrain
50 as to seize his prey.”

GRIFFIN:

Hell! They kept me awake with their saws and hammers,
drills and chisels, and they kept me starved. Otherwise.

R I was well treated: Sir, the guargs called me.
Then at dawn they breathed on bits of wood, made them ql
. ; . a
and - listen to this - stuck four sweet suckling pigle%s "
onta spears and teased them with fire

and gizzled anq scorched them uader my nostrils,
turning the dripping grease in the dangles of smoke
that bore the squealing smells to my senses.

Then..they chained me to that botch of a chariot,
and thg1r overlord came back and all saluted
him with one raucpous voice;

ALL:

. " A~ LE~ XAN- DER!!1"

Hazilstones flashed past me. Reeking above me,

the meat was still crackling - and as for the cargo,

1 eould hear his nibs muttering prayers:

ALEXANDER:

"Nething, nothing like I thought.
The black air meeting the starry poles...
The whole world, as never before,

spinning in a dark immensity.
our tiny world of time...

"How distant my armies,

my splended harse!
How 3$F§i the cities bearing my name!
-~ ¥

How trivial
my athletes, my engineers...

"The whole world and its islands
passing under my view! =
a walled town with civil gates

fringed with terraces and herds
meeting utter wilderness;

“an pasis with its palms and fish,
receiving trade in wine,
resin, copper, wax and slaves

from far away across the sand
beyond any map or hint ef good rule...

"And I laugh to see
how vastly small
are the accounts of men -

their courtship. strut and pout;
their petty quarrelling -

“"for the liveliness is just as full
in a seedpod snapped
open by the sun. Or,

deep among damp leaves,
in the green gulp of a frag.

"Abave all, I can survey
sea—-road and battle-field,
crops, enemy emplacements! Yet

it is the little fly with paper wings
that entrances my gaze,

“and the bulrush by a stream,
the tendrils pn a vine,
the spirals of a snail

and the day of Man,
swift as the hawk's rapture.
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GRIFFIN:

Sal! There I was. Desperate for a slice of pork,
chained up to a wooden crate in the stratosphere,
icicles hanging off-of me gnasher,

“aAnd argund all this,
the ever—encircllpg sea
that slowly pulses in its coil...

The world - is 3 threshing floor with some kind of general who was embarking
surrounded by a snake! on a Greek dialogue with an angel! Feod for
- thought’s the one thing 1 just cannot stomach.

) . . derin So I clawed back the situation. [ hurled us
“But there! - there is a river mean e into a giddy dive, peered in at the pilot’s
for thousands of marches personal porthole.fNgave him a beakful:

through ramparts of mountains!

And there a contipent L .
I could break with a mile of canal!l onoe1-face hes ot  botnt. vou knon. Hay ot have

much lard on him, but his guts are in the right place.
h . Let's get hame, eh? Thin air's nat for eating.

“Think of all the flocks of the world throwing back
their throats for your fangs, Think of the armies -

“There, a8 plain af tameable horse; °
there, timper for hundreds of ships; ) all that flesh gone to waste. such a pity!
Ehere a precipice, but at its foot "0r if innards don’'t tempt you, think of the kingdoms.
i f clout down there, I reckont
the lakeland, the tract of pasture, You °°“1? have a bit o R ' -
the vital source of supplies! N Let's make a survey, won't take a moment.

) But his highness was still aloft in his raving:
“There is a mountain spurting fire; -
there an impassable ulacier, ALE XANDER :

o forest surging with rain -
Now I see it all

but there and knogw my place. The narrow

is the crucial pass, the way into Persial™
- “sphere of the Earth

: must limit my conguest...”

" GRIFFIN:
GRIFFIN: -
- ] So I tried aoan a spot of the pold sodothsaying:
At this, a man-like shape with skinny wings and legs )
= nathing to peck at - popped up from behind a cloud "Where is the profit in these islands of the sky?
and (all Greek to me) started announcing: You shall gain Persia; think of the glory!"”
: That did the trick. He steered down his piglets and crash-
_ landed seven days from camp, breaking his ankle
ANGEL : and my harness. 1 flapped away smartish
“Tes! There it lies, into a sunshine that seemed paler than before.
a thrEShlﬂg‘flqor Well - do you know? - that was the last anyone heard
where many flails of the apimal called Alexander.

thresh and thrash
to mourish the kingdoms -

"a threshing-Ffloar,
coiled about by its
blue-green snake.
Tou see it there
just as you wished.

"You piteh your tent

on the field of the world
and it yields tg you.

The world is your city,
Earth is Alexandria.

“But keep im mind,
you are of earlhly
woman born. Raise not

vour head togp high.
After day, night.

"Now you see it all

and know its boundaries.
Know then your own.

Turn back your spears.
Aveid the gads.

“You run the world -

you, a glob of spit

that runs about hot iron
and makes a fuss

?nd. hissing, disappears.

"You wear a helmet.
fou wear a crown.
You will be told the truth
by a naked old man
whao lives in a barrel!”

© ToHN BIRTWHISTLE (384
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