SYZYGY for oboe clarinet two trombones Michael Parsons (1991)

for IXION

Syzygy - the last entry under 5 in most English dictionaries ~ is derived from the Greek word
for pairing ér joining: it conveys a range ofmeanings arising from the idea of conjunction,
including both complementarity and opposition of the constituent elements. It is the title of
a recent series of visual works by thelasrtist Keith Richardson-Jones in which pairs of elements
are combined and contrasted. Here it refers to the use of complementary pitch groups (eg. pairs
of fourths and fifths, pairs of interlocking whole-tone scales), to instrumental pairings

(the two woodwind, the two tromoones, the two pairs together), and to the pairing of related

sections within the piece as a whole,

The work consists of 8 short sections, each lasting just under a minute.
Nos. 1 and 5 are for two trombones; nos. 2 and 7 for oboe and clarinet; nos. 3,4,6 and 8 for
all four instruments. There should be a short break (4 or 5 seconds) between sections.

The total length is about 734 minutes.


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

first performance:

Huddersfield Festival, 29 November 1991

by members of Ixion:

Christopher Padgate {(oboe)
Andrew Smitlhi’ (clarinet)

Andrew Pigby, Jason Glover (trombones)
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