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Unseen Seasons
for a cappella choir

S.SAATT.B.B.

*  The maximum division of the choir is into eight parts, but in passages with less parts it is
expected that each line will be sung by the entire section (S, A, T or B) unless specified.

¢ In each section of the choir one soloist is required.

Performance Notes:

as follows in the notation:

Vibrato: the piece should be performed with minimal or no vibrato, except where indicated
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* DBoxed notation: the material within the box should repeat at a free/~variable tempo, with
singers unsynchronised. The intention is to create a complex dynamic texture with
unpredictable detail despite very limited content.
REPEAT BOX: Unsynchronised, tempo ad lib.
between 4 = 72 and 144
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¢ Crossed note-heads indicate a sound without pitch, such as the whispered text here:
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Or this sound imitating rain drops, which is created by tapping the cheek (which effectively
becomes a drum skin) and gradually changing the mouth shape, as here:

UNSYNCHRONISED: tempo ad lib.

'Rain drops' - don't sing, tap cheek while
changing mouth shape from 'ah' to '000'
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Duration: ¢.17 minutes

Unseen Seasons was commissioned by Shizuoka Concert Hall and Shizuoka City Cultural
Promotion Foundation to be premiered by Tokyo Philharmonic Choir at Shizuoka Concert Hall on

February 8" 2014.



Text, Syllabification, Translation (from Chapter 1 of The Pillow Book by Sei Shonagon)

I - In Spring, the Dawn [is most beautiful]

'Ha-ru(spring) wa A-ke-bo-no(dawn).

Y 6-yO(gradually) 'shi-ro-ku-na-ri-yu-kuewhiten), Ya-ma-gi-wamountain ridge) Su-ko-shigitie) a-ka-ri-te(righten),
Mu-ra-sa-ki-da-chi-ta-ruwpurmplish) "Ku-moiclouds) N0 ho-so-Kugthinly) ta-na-bi-Ki-ta-rugtrailing).

I1 - In Summer, the Night [is most attractive]

Na-tsu(summer) wa "YO-TU(night).

Tsu-kimoon)-n0-KO-T0(in the days) Wa Sa-ra-na-Ti(it goes without saying), Ya-IM1l(darkness = new moon) IO Na-o,
Ho-ta-rugfireflies) N0 O-kul(many) to-bi-chi-ga-i-ta-ruit o).

Ma-taand), ta-da(only) hi-to-tsu(one) fu-ta-tsugwo) 'na-door the like), ' ho-no-ka-nidelicately)

u-chi-hi-ka-ri-te(glimmer) yu-ku-mo(go/fty) 0-ka-shieautifur).

' A-me(rain) Na-do 'fu-ru-mo(come down) 0-ka-shielegant).

I11 - In Autumn, the Evening [is most elegant]

'A-Ki(Autumn) Wa Y{i-gU-T€(evenings).

Yt-hi(sunsety N0 sa-shi-te(stream into) Ya-ma-no-hagedge of mountain) i-tO(very) chi-KO(close) Na-ri-ta-ru Nigecome),

'Ka-ra-su(crows) N0 Ne-do-ko-romests) € yu-ku-to-teqy back), Mi-t-tsuin three) YO-t-tSufour), Fu-ta-tsuewo)
Mi-t-tSU(three) na-dO(etc) tO-bi-i-SO-gU(hurry back)

sa-e 'A-wa-re(beautiful) NA-T1. Ma-i-te(still more) 'Ka-Ti(wild geese) Na-do no tsu-ra-ne-ta-ru gacly in a row),
'i-tO(very) chi-i-sa-Ku(small) mi-yu-ruscen) Wa 'i-to(very) 0- ka-shi(eautiful).

'Hi(the sun) i-ri-ha-te-te(set completely), Ka-Ze(wind) no O-tO(sound), Mu-Shi-l’lO-ne(hum) 'na-do,

'ha-ta yu-be-ki ni a-ra-zut goes without saying).

IV - In Winter, the Early Morning [is most refined]

Fu-yu(wintery wa Tsu-to-me-te(early morning).

Yu-Ki(snow) no fu-ri-ta-ruais) wa yu-be-ki ni-mo a-ra-zuwithout saying), Shi-mofrost) N0 "i-to(very)
shi-ro-Ki(white) mo, ma-taiso), 'sa-ra-de-mo(otherwise)
'i-tO(very) Sa-mu-Ki(eold) ni, "Hi 'na-dofires) i-s0-gi-0-ko-shi-te(stir up), SU-mi(charcoal) MO-te(bring)

wa-ta-ru(walk across) MO, "1-tO(very) tSu-ki-zu-ki-shisuitable3).
Hi-m(noon) ni l’la-ri-te(become), nu-ru-ku yu-ru-bi(loosen) mO-te-i-ke-ba(gradually become...), Hi-O-kE(ﬁre blazier) NO

Hictire) mo shi-ro-kigwhite) Ha-1-ga-chi(with ash) ni na-ri-te(become)

'Wa-ro- Shi(inappropriate) .
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for Joe Browning, whose shakuhachi playing introduced me to the music of Japan
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