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Three Songs from "The Wind in the Willows"

Commissioned and first performed by the Valley Singers

on October 6 2018 in St. Wilfrid's Church, Longridge

Duration approximately 10 minutes

Duck's Ditty

The Rat was sitting on the river bank, singing a little song. He had just composed it 

himself, so he was very taken up with it…. Since early morning he had been swimming 

in the river, in company with his friends the ducks. And when the ducks stood on their 

heads suddenly, as ducks will, he would dive down and tickle their necks, just under 

where their chins would be if ducks had chins, till they were forced to come to the surface 

again in a hurry, spluttering and angry and shaking their feathers at him, for it is 

impossible to say quite all you feel when your head is under water. At last they implored 

him to go away and attend to his own affairs and leave them to mind theirs. So the Rat 

went away, and sat on the river bank in the sun, and made up a song about them, 

which he called “Duck’s Ditty”.
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WE like to be Heads
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Music in the Reeds

‘…hark to the wind playing in the reeds!' 

'It's like music—far away music,' said the Mole nodding drowsily. 

'So I was thinking,' murmured the Rat, dreamful and languid. 'Dance-music—the lilting 

sort that runs on without a stop—but with words in it, too— it passes into words and 

out of them again—I catch them at intervals—then it is dance-music once  more, and then 

nothing but the reeds' soft thin whispering….

Let me try and give you them,' said the Rat softly, his eyes still closed. 
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As Toad tramped along gaily, he thought of his adventures and escapes, and how 

when things seemed at their worst he had always managed to find a way out; and 

his pride and conceit began to swell within him. 'Ho, ho!' he said to himself as he 

marched along with his chin in the air, 'what a clever Toad I am! There is surely no 

animal equal to me for cleverness in the whole world!... Ho, ho! I am the Toad, 

the handsome, the popular, the successful Toad!' He got so puffed up with conceit 

that he made up a song as he walked in praise of himself, and sang it at the top of 

his voice, though there was no one to hear it but him. It was perhaps the most 

conceited song that any animal ever composed. 

Mr. Toad
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