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Programme note: 
 
Two Songs about Spiders is a setting of two well-known nursery rhymes for solo soprano: Little Miss Muffet and 
Incey Wincey Spider. Cast in two movements, the piece lasts approximately three minutes and is dedicated to 
Jane Manning, who is rather fond of these eight-legged creatures. 
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Texts: 
 
 

Little Miss Muffet 
 

Little Miss Muffet 
Sat on a tuffet, 

Eating her curds and whey; 
There came a big spider, 
Who sat down beside her 

And frightened Miss Muffet away. 
 

The Oxford Dictionary of Nursery Rhymes 
ed. Iona and Peter Opie (Oxford: OUP, 1997) 

 
 

Incey Wincey Spider 
 

Incey Wincey spider 
Climbed up the water spout; 

Down came the rain 
And washed the spider out: 

Out came the sun 
And dried up all the rain; 
So Incey Wincey spider 

Climbed up the spout again. 
 

Constructed by the composer 
from the following sources: 

 
The Oxford Nursery Rhyme Book 

Iona and Peter Opie (Oxford: OUP, 1955) 
 

Cakes and Custard 
Brian Alderson (London: Heinemann, 1974) 

 
The Puffin Book of Nursery Rhymes 

Raymond Briggs (London: Puffin Books, 2016) 
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1 .	Little	Miss	Muffet
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2.	Incey	Wincey	Spider
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