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Malcolm Dedman

Messengers of Light

Duration: 20 mins



Piccolo
2 Flutes
2 Oboes
Cor Anglais

2 Clarinets in Bb
Bass Clarinet in Bb
2 Bassoons

Contrabassoon

4 Horns in F

4 Trumpets in Bb
2 Tenor Trombones
Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani

2 Percussion players

   1: Large Suspended Cymbal, Marimba, set of Crotales (C5 to C6),
       Side Drum, Tenor Drum, 2 Bongos, Triangle and Maracas
   2: Tam-tam, Bass Drum, 5 Temple Blocks, 4 Tom-toms, Cabasa (or Shaker),
       Vibraphone and Tubular Bells

Celesta (doubling piano in last movement, forming a piano duet)

Piano

Contralto (or Countertenor) solo (in fourth movement)

Strings

All instruments are written in their respective transpositions.

1. The Messenger               page 3
2. Revocation                      page 15
3. Renewal                          page 29
4. O Fleeting Shadow!        page 39
5. The Glory                        page 43

The Reality of the divine Religions is one, because the Reality is one and cannot be two. All the prophets are united in their message,
and unshaken.  They are like the sun; in different seasons they ascend from different rising points on the horizon.  Therefore every

ancient prophet gave the glad tidings of the future, and every future has accepted the past.

 ('Abdu'l-Bahá, 'Abdu'l-Bahá in London, p. 27)

The Fourth movement sets the following text:

O Fleeting Shadow!  Pass beyond the baser stages of doubt and rise to the exalted heights
of certainty.  Open the eye of truth, that thou mayest behold the veiless Beauty and exclaim:
Hallowed be the Lord, the most excellent of all creators!

- Hidden Words number 9, from the Persian, by Bahá'u'lláh.

Orchestration for 'Messengers of Light'
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Perc. 2

A. Solo

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

pp  pp 

Lento, q = 54
305 310

O

pp

Flee ting- Sha

mf

dow!-
Pass

pp

be yond- the ba ser-

f pp pp

Lento, q = 54

f pp mf pp pp mf p pp

mf pp pp

pp mf pp pp
mf

p pp

p pp pp

pp mf pp pp mf p pp

pp mf pp pp

pp mf pp pp mf p pp

Fls.

Obs.

Cls.

Bsns.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

A. Solo

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

p f pp

315 320

pp mf p

I

f pp

pp mf p p

pp mf p p f

f

pp

pp

pp

mf pp  p mf 

sta

p

ges- of doubt

pp

and

pp

rise, and

p

rise, rise

p

to the ex al- ted- heights

mf

of

mf

cer tain- ty.-

pp sempre pp pp pp

pp mf pp pp pp

pp sempre pp pp pp

pp mf pp pp pp

pp sempre pp pp pp

pp mf pp pp pp

pp sempre pp pp pp

pp mf pp pp pp

    

    

    
    

    
    

    

    

    
    

  
  
  
  

  
  

  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  
  



4. O Fleeting Shadow!

Vibraphone  motor on   

   With purity of tone throughout   

 solo        
senza sord.

       

 gli altri 
senza sord. non vib., to vib.

 
non vib., to vib.

  

 solo


sul A

       senza sord.      

 gli altri senza sord. non vib., to vib.   non vib., to vib.   

 solo sul D

      senza sord.       

 gli altri senza sord.


non vib., to vib.

 
non vib., to vib.



  

 senza sord. non vib., to vib.  
solo

  






 


   


div.

senza sord. non vib., to vib.  gli altri non vib., to vib.

  

        

      

      
      

 Triangle        


Vibraphone     

  


solo          

div. a 2



 gli altri  vib.   

 solo            


gli altri  vib.  

div. a 2



solo 
sul A

 
sul D          

 gli altri  vib.  
div. a 2



solo            

 gli altri  vib.  
div. a 2
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Fls.

Obs.

C. A.

Cls.

Bsns.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

f p

I

pp

325 330

f p

I

pp
cantabile

pp p pp p

f p pp p

I

pp

f p pp p

f p pp p

p f pp  mp p  p mf pp 
f p pp ppp mf pp

f p pp ppp mf pp

f p pp ppp mf pp

f p pp ppp mf pp

f
p pp ppp mf pp

f
p pp ppp mf pp

f p pp

f p pp

Picc.

Fls.

Obs.

C. A.

Cls.

Bsns.

A. Solo

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

pp

335 340

pp

I

pp p p f mf

pp pp

I

p

pp pp

pp

I

p mp

pp

O

p

pen

pp

- the

p

eye of truth, that

pp

thou may est- be hold

mp

- the

p

vei less- Beau

f

ty-

ppp mf pp pp mf p f

ppp mf pp pp mf p f

ppp mf pp pp mf p f

ppp mf pp pp mf
p f

ppp mf pp pp mf p f

ppp mf pp pp mf p
f

ppp mf pp pp mf p f

ppp mf pp pp mf p f

ppp mf pp pp mf p f

    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

       

      

     

    

     

 To Large Suspended Cymbal     Large Suspended Cymbal
Stroke edge with wooden beater


Vibraphone  

To Cab.


div.

  

  

   


div.

 

   

div.

 

div.

      
      

         

      

       

     

       

         

  

     


div.

    

    


div.     


div.

    

    

     
div.
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Picc.

Fls.

Obs.

Cls.

Bsns.

Cbsn.

Hn.
1&2

Hn.
3&4

Tpt.
1&2

Tpt.
3&4

Tbn.
1&2

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

A. Solo

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

f

345

I

mf f mf f f

I

mf f

I

f f f

mf f p p mf

mf f p p mf

mf f p p mf

mf f p p mf

p f p mf p

p f p mf p

p f p mf p

mf f

pp p f pp

mf f 

and

mf

ex claim:

f

- Hal

f

lowed,- Hal lowed- be the Lord, the most ex cel- lent-

p p f pp p f mf mf f

p p f pp p f mf mf f

p p f pp p f mf mf f

p p f pp p f mf mf f

p p f pp p f mf mf f

p p f pp p f mf mf f

p p f pp p f mf mf f

p p f pp p f mf mf f

p p f mf f















































      

  

     

    

    

    

    

    

     

     

     


Stroke surface with wooden beater

Large Suspended Cymbal

To Triangle

     


Cabasa

  
To Vibraphone

Vibraphone

 

  

 
non vib. to vib.

 


div.


non vib. to vib.

 

 
non vib. to vib.

 


div.


non vib. to vib.

 

 
non vib. to vib.

 


div.


non vib. to vib.

 

 
non vib. to vib.

 


div.


non vib. to vib.
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Picc.

Fls.

Obs.

Cls.

Bsns.

Cbsn.

Hn.
1&2

Hn.
3&4

Tpt.
1&2

Tpt.
3&4

Tbn.
1&2

B. Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

A. Solo

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

ff f ff pp

350
355

ff f ff pp pp

f ff pp

mf ff f ff
pp

mf ff
pp

mf ff

fp ff

fp ff

mf ff mf ff

mf ff mf ff

mf ff mf ff

mf ff mf ff

mf ff mf ff

mf ff

mf ff pp p

p pp 

of all cre a

ff

- tors!-

mf f mf ff

mf f mf ff

mf f mf ff

mf f mf ff

mf f mf ff

mf f mf ff

mf f
mf ff

mf f mf ff

mf f mf ff

   

   
   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   
   

   

   

   

   

   

   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   

  3


3



   

 

  

     

     

     

    

    

    

    

    

     


Triangle

mf ff

To Large Sus. Cym.


Large Suspended Cymbal

soft sticks 
Stroke edge with wooden beater

To Maracas


Vibraphone     3

3

     


div.

 

  

  


div.

 

  


div.

 

  


div.

 

 div.  
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Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Cel.

Pno.

p pp
p

Allegro, q = 144
360 365

p    p

p

p

Picc.

Fls.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Cel.

Pno.

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

p mf

370

p mf

I

mf

mf p
mf

p mf

p mfmf

mf

mf

mf p mf

mf mf












Maracas

5. The Glory
In this movement, the time signature represents changing composite rhythms.
It is best to conduct in 4 crotchet beats to a bar, and the players use the stress
marks to represent the composite rhythm, e.g. 3+3+2 or 2+3+3.

To Marimba   
Marimba




Vibraphone To Cabasa  

Cabasa

    
      

    
    

      

  
  

  


Marimba To Maracas

 
Maracas


Cabasa

   
To Vibraphone



  
  

     
    

       
unis.  pizz.

    unis.  pizz.

    unis.  (arco)
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Picc.

Fls.

Obs.

C. A.

Cls.

Bsns.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Cel.

Pno.

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

375 380

I I

mf f

p mf mf f

p mf

mf f mf

p mf mf f

p mf

p mf f mf

f

mf f

fmf

mf

mf

p mf

         

     

 

     

     
   

 


Maracas

To 2 Bongos

 2 Bongos


Vibraphone

motor off hard sticks  

      

         

         


     

        
        

     

  
          

                   

           

   


      
   


 



  


 


 


 


   

                 

  


 


    


 


  


 


    


 


  


 


            
  

 


         

         
           

      
 

    
  

 
 

  
      


         



  
  

 
 

  
    

  

     

     

        

44



















Fls.

Obs.

C. A.

Cls.

B. Cl.

Bsns.

Cbsn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Cel.

Pno.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

mf f ff

385 390

mf ff

ff

f ff

f ff

mf f ff

ff

ff

f   
ff

   

ff

ff

ff

f ff

f ff

f
ff f

    

       
3

        

    

     

    

        


2 Bongos To Marimba  

Marimba




Vibraphone  motor on To Cabasa 

      

         


 

   

    

     
unis.

     
unis.

      

      

   pizz.  arco 
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Fls.

Obs.

C. A.

Cls.

Bsns.

Cbsn.

Tpt.
1&2

Tpt.
3&4

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Pno.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

f p

395 400

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f p

ff

 

f ff f

f ff

f mf p ff

f

f

f mf p ff f

f
ff f

   
  

   

        

        

       

       
       

        a2

       
a2


Marimba To Crotales      


Cabasa

     

         

          

    

    

    arco

    arco

   pizz.    arco
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Picc.

Fls.

Hn.
1&2

Hn.
3&4

Tpt.
1&2

Tpt.
3&4

Tbn.
1&2

B. Tbn.

Tba.

Perc. 1

Cel.

Pno.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

p f mf f

405 410

I

p f mf f

f p

f p

p f p f

p f p f

p f p f

p f p f

p f p f

mf

f

mf f

 

mf f fp f fp f fp f

mf f fp f fp f fp f

mf f fp f fp f fp f

mf f fp f fp f fp f

mf f fp f fp f fp f

    




    




     

    


a2     


a2     

      

      

      

 
Crotales
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Hn.
1&2

Hn.
3&4

Tpt.
1&2

Tbn.
1&2

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Cel.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

415 420

I

p mf p

I

p mf f p

p mf

 

p

 

mf p
f fp

mf p f fp

mf p f fp

mf p f fp

p f fp

       

       

   con sord. 3

  

     con sord.
3


Crotales

To 2 Bongos

       


Cabasa To Vibraphone

       

 
mf
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Picc.

Fls.

Cls.

Hn.
1&2

Hn.
3&4

Tpt.
1&2

Tpt.
3&4

Tbn.
1&2

B. Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Cel.

Pno.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

mf p f

425 430

I

mf p f

I

mf p f

mp

mp

p f p f

p f p f

p f p f

p f p f

p f p f

mf

mp ff mf

f  p f  ff mf

p f
f

mf

f fp f fp f

f fp f fp f

f fp f fp f

f fp f fp f

f fp f fp f f

     

     

     

        

       


con sord.

     


con sord.

     


con sord.

     

 con sord.

     

 con sord.      

        


2 Bongos     



Vibraphone
motor off
soft sticks

To 4 Tom-toms

  
4 Tom-toms


To Piano 1 (to form piano duet)

    

     

    


 

      

     

     

     

     

    
pizz.
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Picc.

Fls.

Fls.

Obs.

C. A.

Cls.

B. Cl.

Bsns.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

ff f

435 440

I

f ff f
II

p f p f ff

f ff

p f p f ff

p f p f ff

p f p f ff

p f p f ff

mf f p f ff

f f ff

f f

f f ff

f f ff

f f ff

f f ff

        

      

    

    
  

 

    

    

    

    

   


2 Bongos  To Crotales   

Crotales


4 Tom-toms


To Vibraphone

 


pizz.


arco

 pizz.    arco

 pizz.    arco

 pizz.

   arco
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Picc.

Fls.

Obs.

C. A.

Cls.

B. Cl.

Bsns.

Cbsn.

Hn.
1&2

Hn.
3&4

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Pno. 1

Pno. 2

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

mf

445 450

ff f ff p

p ff p

mf

mf

p

p

p ff p

p ff p

p ff p

f

ff p cresc.

mp ff mf cresc. 

mf f

ff mf f

 

ff

 

f ff p ff p

f ff p ff
p

f ff p ff p

f ff p ff p

f ff p ff p

         

  
3

  

       

         

         

         

         

       

       

       

         


Crotales


To Side Drum


x = hit metal edge of drum, not skin 



Side Drum, without snares


Vibraphone

     
motor off hard sticks

 on each note


Piano 1

        


        


Piano 2


 

 

     


3







  
arco

  
  




    
   


   

 

      

 

 


 



      

      




 


    


 



  




                       


 


  


 


    


 


  
   

        
  

      

     


           


                                      

                               

                  

     

             
   



     

            
         

                     

                

51






















Picc.

Fls.

Obs.

C. A.

Cls.

B. Cl.

Bsns.

Cbsn.

Hn.
1&2

Hn.
3&4

Tpt.
1&2

Tpt.
3&4

Tbn.
1&2

B. Tbn.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Pno. 1

Pno. 2

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

ff

455 460

ff

ff f ff

ff f ff

ff f ff

ff
f ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff f ff

ff
f ff

ff f ff

ff
f ff

ff

ff
ff ff ff

ff

 ff    ff
   

ff ff ff

ff ff ff

       

ffff

ff

ff ff

ff

ff

ff

           

           

       

       

       

       

           
           

           

           

 senza sord.

 senza sord.

 senza sord.

 senza sord.

           


To Crotales


Crotales 3 To Mrcs.


Maracas To Crot.



Crotales

3


To Tub. Bells Tubular Bells

3    3 To Cab.




 

3


  
3



           


3

  
3

 
3    3
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Picc.

Fls.

Obs.

C. A.

Cls.

B. Cl.

Hn.
1&2

Hn.
3&4

Tpt.
1&2

Tpt.
3&4

Tbn.
1&2

B. Tbn.

Tba.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Pno. 1

Pno. 2

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

f fff ff

465 470

f fff ff

f ff ff

f
ff ff

ff
ff

f

ff

f fff ff

f fff
ff

f f fff ff

f f fff ff

f f fff ff

f f fff ff

f fff ff

fff

ff fff   

ff fff ff

ff fff ff

 

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

     

     

  a2   

    

    

       

     

     

  

  

  

  

     senza sord.


Crotales

     3 To Side Drum

 


Cabasa

To Tub. Bells
Tubular Bells


3 

    
 3
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Picc.

Fls.

Obs.

C. A.

Cls.

B. Cl.

Bsns.

Cbsn.

Hn.
1&2

Hn.
3&4

Tpt.
1&2

Tpt.
3&4

Tbn.
1&2

B. Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Pno. 1

Pno. 2

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

f

475
480 485

f f mf f

f f mf

f

f f mf

ff

f ff mf ff

f ff ff

f f ff f mf ff

f f ff f mf ff

f f ff f mf ff f

f f

f f

f

f f ff f mf ff

ff

p f f

ff  f f

f

f ff

 

p ff f ff

p ff f ff

p ff f f ff

p ff f ff

p ff f ff

           

        

 a2        

          

        

          
 

f

     
 

f

    

      

      


a2   

        

        
           
      

           


Side Drum, with snares

    x = hit metal edge of drum, not skin   


Tubular Bells

   3 To 5 Temple Blocks 5 Temple Blocks




 

         

            

 
3

      

 
3
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Picc.

Fls.

Obs.

C. A.

Cls.

B. Cl.

Bsns.

Cbsn.

Hn.
1&2

Hn.
3&4

Tpt.
1&2

Tpt.
3&4

B. Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Pno. 1

Pno. 2

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

ff

490

ff

f ff f

f

f ff f

ff

f ff

ff

f ff
f

f ff
f

f ff

f ff

ff

ff

ff ffp ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

   

  

 

    
3


3


3

    

 3

 

    

 
3

 
3

  

  

  3

  3

   3


Side Drum

To 2 Bongos
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