Malcolm Dedman

Messengers of Light

for orchestra,
with obbligato contralto (or countertenor) solo

2005, rev. 2010

Duration: 20 mins

Copyright © 2010 by Malcolm Dedman



Orchestration for ‘Messengers of Light’

Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

Cor Anglais

2 Clarinets in Bb
Bass Clarinet in Bb
2 Bassoons
Contrabassoon

4 Horns in F

4 Trumpets in By

2 Tenor Trombones
Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani
2 Percussion players
1: Large Suspended Cymbal, Marimba, set of Crotales (C5 to C6),
Side Drum, Tenor Drum, 2 Bongos, Triangle and Maracas
2: Tam-tam, Bass Drum, 5 Temple Blocks, 4 Tom-toms, Cabasa (or Shaker),
Vibraphone and Tubular Bells
Celesta (doubling piano in last movement, forming a piano duet)
Piano

Contralto (or Countertenor) solo (in fourth movement)

Strings

All instruments are written in their respective transpositions.

The Reality of the divine Religions is one, because the Reality is one and cannot be two. All the prophets are united in their message,
and unshaken. They are like the sun; in different seasons they ascend from different rising points on the horizon. Therefore every
ancient prophet gave the glad tidings of the future, and every future has accepted the past.

('Abdu'l-Baha, 'Abdu'l-Baha in London, p. 27)

1. The Messenger page 3

2. Revocation page 15
3. Renewal page 29
4. O Fleeting Shadow! page 39
5. The Glory page 43

The Fourth movement sets the following text:

O Fleeting Shadow! Pass beyond the baser stages of doubt and rise to the exalted heights
of certainty. Open the eye of truth, that thou mayest behold the veiless Beauty and exclaim:
Hallowed be the Lord, the most excellent of all creators!

- Hidden Words number 9, from the Persian, by Baha'u'llah.
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In this movement, the time signature represents changing composite rhythms.
It is best to conduct in 4 crotchet beats to a bar, and the players use the stress

marks to represent the composite rhythm, e.g. 3+3+2 or 2+3+3.
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