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Programme Notes

Aphorisms and Annotations was commissioned by the Royal College of Music. This twelve minute long piece for small orchestra is divided into twelve aphoristic movements of 
different lengths. By sharing intersecting material whilst working within a consistent harmonic and rhythmic frame they create a kaleidoscopic effect on a formal level and establish 
a disjunct narrative. Distinct types of material are presented in a number of different orchestral states ranging from solo, sectional and chamber formations to the full palette of the 
orchestra.  

The twelve movements are divided into nine Aphorisms and three Annotations. The group of Aphorisms is further divided into three triptychs which share the same gestural 
emotional genotype within each respective triptych but they do not appear in succession. Each of the three Annotations is related to one of the aphorism triptychs in affect. They 
feature distorted versions of material taken from older pieces of mine as well as contorted quotations. 

The poetic idea behind the musical thought resembles a disordered mosaic: the beginning or the end of a thought is always interrupted by the interpolation of another unrelated idea 
which may return or may simply disappear. The musical narrative is constantly jumping backwards and forwards - sometimes recalling blurred reminiscences of past ideas and even 
(almost in a nostalgic way) past epochs.  As a result Aphorisms and Annotations is amongst other concerns a piece about (musical) memory.

2 Flutes (2. doubling Piccolo)

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in Bb

2 Bassoons

2 Horns in F

2 Trumpets in Bb

Timpani (4; doubling Flexatone, Slide Whistle, Tambourine (mounted), Woodblock)

Violin 1 (div. a 2)

Violin 2 (div. a 2)

Viola (div. a 2)

Violoncello (div. a 2)

Double Bass (with C extension - div a 2)

Duration:  12 mins.
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Aphorisms and Annotations
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