Arne Gieshoff

STANZA

for Orchestra



2 Flutes (2nd = Piccolo)
2 Oboes
2 Clarinets in Bb (2nd doubling Bass Clarinet in Bb)

2 Bassoons

4 Horns in F
3 Trumpets in Bb (1.2 harmon mute & 1-3 straight mute)
2 Trombones (straight mute)

Tuba (con sord.)

Timpani (doubling Claves)

Percussion (1): Whip (not Slapstick), 2 Woodblocks (high / low), 3 Tom-toms (high / medium / low), Bass Drum, Ratchet (mounted), Finger Cymbal (mounted), Suspended Cymbal, Tam-tam

Violin 1 (div. a 2)
Violin 2 (div. a 2)
Viola (div. a 2)
Violoncello (div. a 2)

Double Bass (div. a 4)

Duration: approx. 5 Minutes

This work was commissioned by St Magnus International Festival

with support from Robert Clark and Susan Costello.

First Performance

26 June 2012

St Magnus International Festival
Royal Scottish National Orchestra

Conductor - Thomas Sendergérd

Recorded for broadcast:

9 March 2013

BBC Radio 3 Hear and Now

Old Fruitmarket, Glasgow

BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra

Conductor - Richard Baker

Programme Notes

STANZA is a short piece for orchestra. The work was commissioned by the St Magnus International Festival with support from Robert Clark and Susan Costello for performance by the
Royal Scottish National Orchestra conducted by Thomas Sendergard at the 2012 festival.

The title is drawn from the poetic verse format with the same name. In versification a stanza describes a pattern of eight verses which consist of eleven syllables. A similar structure
determines the overall shape of the music: The piece consists of eight sections of differing proportions which are further divided through rhythmic patterns consisting of eleven beats
and eight articulation points. The music unfolds in a disruptive manner presenting the described patterns as horizontal lines and vertical ictus.

Beyond the structural considerations there is also a more immediate relation between the choice of the title and the emotional content of the music: When translated to German the
word Stanze has an alternative meaning relating to a ‘punching device’. In musical terms this correlates with the directness in character as well as with the maintaining of momentum
that I wanted to achieve in this piece.
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