Arne Gieshoff

Ad Bestias

for Ensemble



Flute
Oboe

Clarinet in B»

Trumpet in C

Percussion Roto-Tom (small), Conga (medium low), Tom-tom (low), Kick Bass Drum,
Jazz Splash Cymbal (small), China Splash Cymbal (small),
Chinese Opera Gong (small - bending up), Tam-Tam, Metal Bar (= scaffolding)
Timpani (low)

Harp
Violin
Viola

Violoncello

Double Bass

Duration: approx. 11 Minutes

Arne Gieshoff was one of the winners of the 2012 Royal Philharmonic Society Composition Prize

and was consequently commissioned to write this work for the Philharmonia Music of Today series.

Programme Notes

First Performance

27 June 2013

Philharmonia Orchestra: Music of Today
Riidiger Bohn, conductor

Royal Festival Hall

Ad Bestias takes its title from the ancient Roman form of capital punishment damnatio ad bestias (Engl.: condemnation to beasts).
The condemned were crucified and devoured or thrown to the animals in the amphitheatre. The piece is not programmatic,
however the idea of observing or being part of a violent, destructive and amoral process is predominant. The music unfolds through
a dyadic, disjunct narrative. While the illusion of a goal directed movement is created in isolated sections, over the course of its

10 minutes the self-destructive tendency of the music becomes apparent. What might appear as movements of vitality are just the

fatal ‘affect spasms’ of the organism.
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