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Performance Notes

Duration: 11 Minutes

Accidentals are only valid for the note they are directly assigned to (incl. tied notes) but not for the whole bar or across octaves.  

The music must be performed with good articulation. This is in particular the case for notes that are not annotated directly.

Vibrato should only be used very modestly and with great caution and care unless indicated otherwise. When in doubt, non-vibrato should take precedence. 

Glissandi

a) Arrival points are indicated by small bracketed note heads which must not be rearticulated (b.1/Vc.). The arrival point must be reached at the last possible moment of the note value.  
b) Normal-sized note heads indicate (1) strictly measured arrival points that must be rearticulated (b.24/Va.) unless (2) they are connected by slurs and to be performed in one bow (b.2/Vn.2). 
c) Small (unbracketed) noteheads indicate measured arrival points that must not be rearticulated (rehearsal letter 'T').

b(1) and c) are used as quasi equivalents depending on the context.

Signs / Symbols / Abbreviations

s.p.

m.s.p.

s.t.

m.s.t.

" "

#####

# $
tempered quarter tones

sul ponticello

molto sul ponticello

sul tasto

molto sul tasto

molto vibrato

pitchless: strings completely choked; bow movement noise on strings only

Programme Notes

Unwuchten for string quartet was commissioned by Anthony Bolton through Third Ear for performance by the Ligeti Quartet. 

In German, the term 'Unwuchten' describes 'rotating imbalances' caused by the uneven distribution of mass around a rotational axis: Dynamic and static types of 

material and processes are confronted resulting in contorted shapes. The associations in the German language as well as the sonic qualities of the word itself imply 

a violent force.   

The score bears the following quote by Betrand Russell taken from a letter written in 1903:

'We stand on the shore of an ocean, crying to the night and the emptiness; sometimes a voice answers out of the darkness. 

But it is a voice of one drowning; and in a moment the silence returns.'



Unwuchten was commissioned by Anthony Bolton through Third Ear 

for performance by the Ligeti Quartet.
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We stand on the shore of an ocean, crying to the night and the 

emptiness; sometimes a voice answers out of the darkness. But 

it is a voice of one drowning; and in a moment the silence returns.

- Bertrand Russell (1903) Unwuchten

for string quartet

Arne Gieshoff
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violento; con misura
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fffE E fff senza dim.!E

delirante amorpha; sospeso; senza misura  q = 60
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&

'

(

& *
s.t.

& *
s.t.

' *
s.t.

( *
s.t.

& *
m.s.t. s.t.

33

& * m.s.t. s.t.33

'
m.s.t. 3

s.t.
3

3

( *
m.s.t.

s.t.

33

7. +)
*

6. +'

64 +'
*

7# +'

* 7) +4 =

= 7' +# *

F# +' 8

F' +#
8

FF.# ++)' 8

F# +#
8

= 2 2 +) +) +# +# +' +4 +) +'
> 8 8

+# 6 ( +)
8

= 2 2 +) +) +# +# +' +4 +) +'
> 8 8

+# 6 ( +.
8

6. +) 8 = = 2 2 +) +) +# +# +' +4 +) +' > 8 8 + 6 ( +# 8

= 2 2 +) +) +# +# +' +4 +) +' > 8 8 +' 6 ( +) 8

28



!

"

!

"

!

"

Vn. 1

Vn. 2

Va.

Vc.

pp

q = 75 246

pp

pp

pp

Vn. 1

Vn. 2

Va.

Vc.

ppp pp ppp

morboso cantabile q. = q  (q = 50)
250

ppp pp
ppp

ppp pp ppp

pp senza cresc. ppp

Va.

pp pp pp ppp sempre

q = 32 senza misura

Va.

Vn. 1

 Vn. 2

Va.

 Vc.

ppp

con misuraZ

ppp

ppp

!$ %$ %"

!$ %$ %"

!$ %$ %"

!$ %$ %"

%" %$ %" $$ $$

%" %$ %" $$ $$

%" %$ %" $$ $$

%" %$ %" $$ $$

$$

%$

%$

%$

%$

& 3 * ord.

&
II

3

* ord.

' 3 * ord.

( 3 * ord.

& *
s.t.

*
m.s.t.3

Y

& *
s.t.

*
m.s.t.3

' *
s.t.

*
m.s.t.

&
3

( *
s.t.

*
m.s.t.

3

&
s.p.

3

ord.
m.s.t.

II II

6
5 6

&
0 II 0 0

' &

s.p.

'

ord.
IV

&

6 5

&  
m.s.t.

&  
m.s.t.

&
m.s.t.
IV

0 III

'
IV

5 3

6 3 5

(  
m.s.t.

664) +) 8
664) +' 77 (( 66' (( +

6)
8

8
2 9 9

6)
8

7# ( 6 ( +#

6# +# 8 6# +. 7' ( 66 ((

66## ++'' 8 66## ++)) 77. (
( 66 ((

6
6
(

( +' 2 2
+' +# +) +. +) +# +' +.

> =

64 ( +) 2 2
+' +# +) +. +) +# +' +.

> =

66.# (
( ++)' 2 2 +' +# +) +. +) +# +' +. > =

66. (
( 2 2 +' +# +) +. +) +# +' +. > =

8 8 +) + +# +) +) +' D 2 8 63# + +4 +) +# +) +) 8 +. +#
+) +# 9)

+) 9) +.
+.

+.
+)

+# +# +4 +) +# D =

+)
+#

+# +4 +' +' +) 9.
+' +4 +4

+) +# +. +)
+#

= ( +) +) +' +4 +) +' +) +4 +) +) 2 ( +. +) +' +4 +) D 2 90.
+0. +0 +0) > 8

8 8
+)

> +4 (

8 8
+)

> +4 (

9
+) +' 9

+) +' +# +4 8 +) +' +) +' +' +) +) +# +# +. D 2 +) +# +' +# +) +4 +) +' +4 +) +4 +# +# +' +4 +) +' +)> +4 (

8 8 +)> +4 (

29


