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Optional piano preparations

None of the following preparations are even slightly necessary, as "Glittering Gamelan" was written without 

them.  However, they may add some colour and general fun to proceedings.  If you do use them, the aim 

is to make the piano sound more percussive and metallic - ie more like a real Gamelan orchestra.  The more 

you can make the piano sound like gongs and metal pots, and the odd drum, the better.

The following are only suggestions, but every piano and every performing venue is different, so if 

you do choose to 'prepare' the piano then you'll need to experiment.  Every pitch should be audible, 

but ideally the timbres of each group should be distinct.

Bottom A up 9 notes to B - percussive, drummy sound - use a wooden clothes peg near the bottom of each 

string, or wedge small pieces of wood between the strings.  All the pitches should be clearly audible.

Then the C up through the rest of the piano needs to be metallic - bell-like.  Metal rulers, I find, are 

extremely effective at altering tone.  Get several 12-inch metal rulers, bend each one into a curve ) - 

and rest them on all these strings.  You may need to find ways of keeping things in place.  If they

 bounce around or move too much in performance, you could tape paper clips or similar to the 

ends in order to clip them to particular strings.  Another option is small metal saucepan lids...

Plus, the C above middle C, plus the D and F# above that - these 3 notes can have an additional

 percussive sound by wedging a piece of wood between 2 of the 3 strings of each note.

On an upright piano things can be slightly trickier, but still do-able.  The bent metal rulers will need 

to be wedged into place, probably using small cardboard boxes.  If your piano is old and dying, and 

if and only if you are its legal owner, and if you so choose, you could put drawing pins on the 

hammers.  This will of course cause irreparable damage.  
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John Pitts

2014

Inspired by "Gamelan Balaganjur" - literally"Gamelan of Walking Warriors" - a type 

of Indonesian band of dancers and musicians originally existing as a military band, but now

known for competition performances which display incredibly elaborate, through-composed

pieces that require enormous ensemble skill to cope with the complex rhythmic gestures 

and ever changing speeds.

Glittering Gamelan
for 20 very nifty fingers (on a piano)

an encore for Thorson and Thurber, Samsø Piano Festival 2014
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