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Instrumentation

Flute	1
Flute	2
Flute	3
Flute	4	+	alto	flute
Oboe	1
Oboe	2
Clarinet	1	in	B	flat
Clarinet	2	in	B	flat
Clarinet	3	in	A
Clarinet	4	in	B	flat	+	bass	clarinet
Bassoon	1
Bassoon	2
Bassoon	3
Bassoon	4	+	contrabassoon

Horn	1	in	F
Horn	2	in	F
Horn	3	in	F
Horn	4	in	F
Trumpet	1	in	B	flat	+	piccolo	trumpet
Trumpet	2	in	B	flat
Trombone	1
Trombone	2
Trombone	3	+	bass	trombone
Tuba	1
Tuba	2

Timpani	-	5	needed
Snare	drum
Tenor	drums	x	2	(high	&	low)
Anvil

Violin	1
Violin	2
Viola
Cello
Double	bass

Performance

Concept

The	title	is	a	short	form	of	Funky	Polyphony,	referring	to	the	musical	fabric	which	is	formed	from	polyphonic
thematic	and	rhythmic	ostinati.	Often	syncopated	in	nature,	these	gather	and	combine	in	increasingly	complex
ways.	The	underlying	structure	comprises	a	series	of	discrete	segments	(‘blocks’)	of	music	separated	by
pauses.	These	blocks	start	very	small.	However,	as	the	piece	progresses	they	increase	in	size,	complexity	and
intensity.

The	influences	which	informed	my	use	of	this	kind	of	structure	are	varied	but	all	have	one	feature	in	common:	a
series	of	distinct	and	separate	elements	put	together	in	a	sequence.	They	include:

-	Several	groundbreaking	moments	in	Beethoven’s	output.	For	example:	Op	106	(the	preamble	to	the	last
movement	fugue,	where	themes	are	presented	and	cut	off	in	full	flow	and	discarded);	the	recitative	passage	at
the	start	of	the	final	movement	of	the	9th	symphony;	and	the	start	of	the	Grosse	Fuge	op	133	where	the
following	music	is	summarised	unapologetically	in	a	string	of	seemingly	unrelated	quotations.
-	The	thematic	catalogues	commonly	found	on	the	pages	of	published	scores.
-	My	own	musical	sketchbooks,	where	totally	unrelated	ideas	follow	each	other.	However,	on	listening	to	them
in	sequence,	I	realised	they	were	affecting	each	other	in	a	fascinating	yet	completely	unintended	way.	
-	The	later	art	of	Henri	Matisse.

My	task	was	then	to	combine	the	blocks	and	their	musical	content	into	an	integrated	and	satisfying	whole:	a
piece	which	presents	a	string	of	separate	musical	chunks,	like	ornaments	on	a	necklace,	but	whose	contents
are	shared	and	developed,	and	follow	on	from	each	other	in	a	completely	logical	way.

Interpretation

Blocks	are	denoted	by	boxed	rehearsal	numbers,	of	which	there	are	18.	The	challenge	for	the	conductor	is	to
allow	them	to	sound	at	once	separate	but	also	to	connect	with	each	other	-	the	over-arching	purpose	to	create
a	powerful	and	irresistible	forward	momentum.	In	this	way,	by	the	time	we	get	to	block	16,	a	piece	which	starts
out	with	playful,	even	skittish	juxtapositions	should	gallop	headlong	to	a	sudden	and	much	darker	climax.	Thus
it	has	been	left	to	the	conductor	to	choose	whatever	length	of	pause	to	make	between	each	block:	I	have	not
attempted	to	prescribe	whether	such	and	such	a	pause	should	be	long,	short,	or	hardly	at	all.	It	is	entirely
discretionary.

Accented	cross	rhythms	abound	and	precision	is	paramount.	However,	It’s	not	intended	that	everything	should
be	heard	with	clarity	-	ostinati	emerge	and	disappear;	we	should	not	always	hear	them	start	or	know	when
they’ve	stopped.	Some	blocks	contain	material	which	is	apparently	almost	completely,	and	randomly,	pointillist.
Although	this	is	completely	intentional	there	is	rigorous	structure	here	too.	See	block	15	for	example,	which
starts	in	this	pointillist	manner	but,	from	which,	an	ostinato	figure	gradually	appears	(starting	at	bar	326,	oboe
2).	This	figure	should	emerge	imperceptibly	from	the	background,	from	the	mass	staccato	‘cloud’.

Notation

I	have	used	conventional	notation	throughout	with	no	custom	made	signs	or	extended	techniques.	The	notation
'n'	standing	for	niente	is	adopted,	and	pedal	style	brackets	to	instruct	the	harpist	to	allow	laissez	vibre.

Duration:	11’09”	-	this	is	approximate	by	the	very	nature	of	the	piece
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French	Horn	in	F	3
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Trumpet	in	B♭	2

Trombone	1
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Tuba	1
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Timp.

Sn.	Dr.

T.	Dr.	(H)
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Hp

Vln	I
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Vla

Vc.

D.	B.
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