¥

BARDIC EDITION
Michael Blake

French Suite

Two dances for piano solo

BDE 776






Michael Blake

French Suite

(Two Dances)

for piano solo

Composer’s Note

The form of the French Suite is loosely related to the Bach Suites, consisting as it does of
dances in contrasting styles. But there are only two, and both owe their musical genesis
to Africa rather than the Baroque. The First Dance 15 underpinned by a chaconne-like
pattern with variations in continually changing metres, interrupted regularly by a short
refrain derived from Zimbabwean mbira music. ['he melodic material of the variations
makes reference to West African kora mitsic. By contrast, the Second Dance juxtaposes
and sometimes overlays material derivea f.om a wide range of sources including mbira
music, again) and the result is ana'cgous to cinematic montage. The instrumental
writing derives from 18th-centusv French harpsichord music and early 20th-century
French piano music. The first performance was given by Sally Rose on 26 November
1994 to launch the 'St Luke's Concerts', Brighton.
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for Sally Rose

French Suite

First Dance

Michael Blake
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Carol of the Three Outas for SSA choir

Cum martelli incrudena for chamber ensemble
French Suite for piano solo

Gang o’ Notes for prepared piano

Hindewhu for 2 clarinets or soprano saxophones
Hommage a MDCLXXXYV for harpsichord
Honey Gathering Song for flute & piano

Kwela for string orchestra

Let us run out of the rain for two to play at one
piano or harpsichord or perciission quartet
(marimba & vibraphone, 4 players)

Piano Concerto for puano & orchestra
Quartetfor flute & string trio

Quintet for basset clarinet & string quartet
Reverie for 2 pianos, 4 hands

The Seasons for chamber ensemble

Self Delectative Songs for chamber ensemble
Spiritfor flute solo
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