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Confound winter  

 

                   with anxious clouds of breath― 

watch for fog on steps 

 

hide under a sky crosshatched  

with trees―naked creak and echo 

                   far from the frozen eye of trains 

 

melt occasional snow 

 

toast the idyll night 

drink up the luxury―wake  

                   to find a world reduced to shapes 

covered in white 

 

how long will this season survive― 

                   love monumental with cold 

 

more feverish than spring 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tess Kincaid 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
Confound Winter 

 

Poetry by Tess Kincaid 

Music by David Lancaster 

 

Many thanks to Tess, for granting permission to set her beautiful words. 

 

 

 

 

Duration 2’15” 

 

 

 

 

Bars 14-17: 

 

‘ah’ as in far 

‘eh’ as in melt 

‘ai’ as in occasional 

‘oh’ as in snow 
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