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Programme Note

In the summer of 2009, | completed a fifteen-day walk in the western Pyrenees from the
French-Basque village of Sare to the Spanish ski resort of Candanchu. The walk formed a
topographical contour of ascents and descents, rising overall from near sea level, at
Sare, to 1961 metres at Collado de Petraficha. | then plotted this contour onto graph
paper and converted it into a sequence of pitches. The pitch sequence, which spans a
major seventh from C up to B, provides the melodic material for this piece.

The narrative follows two alternating ideas: WALKING and VOICES. The
WALKING passages are characterized by a ‘walking’ bass idea, with varying speeds,
occasional stumbles and, later, the click of walking poles rendered by pizzicato violins.
The topographical-contour pitch sequence can be heard both in the walking bass and as
a monody in the upper woodwinds, representing a kind of clarity of the mountains and
of the mind. The VOICES passages were conceived as psychological: the walker’s
musings, nagging concerns, voices from the past. But these could also be wayside
encounters. The piece begins with a preparatory passage; rousing from sleep and from
the inertia of everyday life.

A convergence of the WALKING and VOICES sections leads to two episodes.
Firstly, HIGH PASTURE WITH COWBELLS recalls a common (and sometimes maddening)
sonic feature of the mountains. The percussionist recreates a recording that | made of
two cowbells (with cows attached), a minor third apart, in a high mountain pasture;
this passage acknowledges a precedent in Mahler’s Symphony No.6. Secondly, in the
passage entitled COLLADO DE PETRAFICHA (1961m), neolithic dolmens in the valley
below inspired an imagined pagan ritual on this lonely, windswept pass, which revealed
to me the first great views of the central Pyrenees. The pizzicato passage that follows,
and continues to the end, brings together the countless footfalls of a multitude of
solitary walkers.

The piece is a celebration of the experience of long-distance walking, of the
recognition that this simple, most independent mode of transportation can move a tiny
figure across a vast landscape, and of the ordinary, yet extraordinary skill of swinging
one foot past the other in a perpetual halting of the forward fall.

This piece owes a debt to Richard Long and to Robert McFarlane, both of whom have
made (an) art of walking, to Rhian Samuel and Patrick Bailey for their generous advice,

and to Carlos Duque for getting me started.

RP



Instrumentation:

3 flutes (3" doubling piccolo)
2 oboes
1 cor anglais
2 clarinets in B flat
1 bass clarinet
2 bassoons
4 hornsin F (2 & 4 on stage, 1 & 3 offstage — see layout below)
1 trumpet in D (offstage — see layout below)
2 trumpets in B flat
3 trombones
1 tuba
Timpani:
25” & 28”; large cymbal, for laying upside down on large timp.; soft sticks.
Percussion (1):
2 cowbells (C* & E flat* or similar); suspended cymbal (large as possible);
bass bow (for susp. cymb.); 1 wood block (medium); sandpaper blocks (fine); glockenspiel.
Strings

Re. Conducting Cues:

White arrows (as shown below) indicate the conductor’s cues in ad libitum passages. These passages are
cued/conducted only where white or black arrows are shown. Black arrows (as shown below) indicate
conventionally conducted beats. This conforms broadly to Witold Lutoslawski’s method of notation for

aleatoric counterpoint.

Layout:

Stage

Audience

O

Trumpet in D

Duration: ca. 15 minutes
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*Vib. should be independent, wide and varied in speed.
Bow freely and independently.
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VOICES - 4: EVOCATION OF THE ANCESTORS

é Ad libitum (sempreJ ca. 69)
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3 —mnf
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. te seo footnote*
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E e — e~
— — .
omp 3 s
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|
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Db. 3B ;
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d & z %
re
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*Play independently of the other stringed instruments, including
those sharing the same part (applies throughout this passage).
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mp sempre secco
those sharing the same part (applies throughout this passage).

*Play independently of the other stringed instruments, including
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(see footnote*)
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*String players continue feely & independently of all other players, including
those sharing the same part, and disregarding conductor's beat from fig. 35.
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Play up to the end of the
1 repeated phrase, then tacet
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Play up to the end of the
repeated phrase, then tacet
Play up to the end of the

«

«

J

%‘
mp

)

&

o

J

&

)

2

)

2

o=
rp

F—F
rp

9
rp
3

wdJl D

Do not wait for gli aliri basses
to finish before proceeding.
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