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INSTRUMENTATION

flute (= piccolo & alto flute)
oboe

2 clarinets in Bb (1 = clarinet in Eb & bass clarinet in Bb; 2 = bass clarinet in Bb)
bassoon (= contrabassoon)

horn in F
trumpet in Bb

tenor trombone

percussion (1 player):
tubular bells, vibraphone, marimba

piano

violin I
violin II

viola
violoncello
double bass

Score in C

Duration c. 14'

PERFORMANCE NOTE

Grace notes should be played before the beat; mordents should be played on the beat.

PROGRAMME NOTE

'The night knows nothing of the chants of night.'  Thus begins 'Re-statement of Romance', a poem
from Wallace Stevens' 1936 collection Ideas of Order.  While there is no direct relationship between
Chants of Night and Stevens' poem, the music was inspired by the richness of the poem's nocturnal

imagery and its profound sense of tranquility.

In a slow opening passage, an improvisatory clarinet melody alternates with a solemnly regular
melody played by the contrabassoon.  A chorus of bell chords, which have from the start been an
intermittent feature of the music, brings the section to a close.  From this point forward the calm
atmosphere is gradually abandoned in favour of faster, more animated music, which grows to a

climax of extreme density culminating in the return of the tubular bells, this time playing a heavily
ornamented melody.  The climax eventually subsides and leads to a slow coda - a fleeting

intimation of the serenity with which the piece began.
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