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for piano quartet

Pity
Innocence and Experience
Ghost of a Flea

duration c. 14 mins



First performed by the London Piano Quartet (Michael Trainor, Zahra Benyounes,
Jessie Ann Richardson and Simon Callaghan at the Conway Hall in London on
26 January 2025.



1. Pity

And pity, like a naked new-born babe,

Striding the blast, or heaven'’s cherubim, horsed

Upon the sightless couriers of the air,

Shall blow the horrid deed in every eye,

That tears shall drown the wind. ...

[from Shakespeare, Macbeth illustrated by William Blake]
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2. Innocence and Experience

'"Piper pipe that song again -
So I piped, he wept to hear.’

'Into the dangerous world I leapt:
Helpless, naked, piping loud:
Like a fiend hid in a cloud.’
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3. Ghost of a Flea

Blake once had a vision of the ghost of a flea and while he was drawing it the
flea told him that all fleas were inhabited by the souls of men who were
‘by nature bloodthirsty to excess’. In the painting, the sinister flea,
swaggering among shooting stars, carries a bowl of blood.
Although one of Blake's tiniest works, the image seems
monumental, contrasting the muscled bulk of the
spirit with its incarnation as an insect.
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