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Transposed Score

Instrumentation

Flute 1&2 (2nd doubling Piccolo)

Oboe 182

Clarinet in Bb 1&2 (2nd doubling Bass Clarinet in Bb)

Basson 1&2

Horn in F 1-4

Trumpet in Bb 1&2

Trombone 1,2 and Bass

Tuba

Percussion 1: Bass Drum, Tambourine, Snare Drum, Whip, Drum Kit (hi-hat, snare, pedal bass),
Percussion 2: Wood Blocks (6 - very low to very high), triangle, guiro, suspended cymbal (Iarge!)
Violin |

Violin Il

Viola

‘Cello

Double Bass

(Minimum recommended number of strings: 12.10.8.6.4)

Programme Note

Biscuits, Beer & Bulbs is a movement in three continuous sections inspired by the three most prominent industries in Reading in the 19th and
20th centuries. Biscuits refers to Huntley and Palmers, beer to Simonds' Brewery, and bulbs to Sutton Seeds. The work makes use of
fragments of recorded text from individuals who worked for the various companies from which motifs have been devised to match the

rhythmic patterns and melodic contours of their speech. Throughout the piece the orchestra imitates and develops this material - sometimes
extensively, sometime only momentarily. Whilst there is a loose narrative for each industry, the piece develops the material derived from the
spoken work fragments independent of their original context. Often this results in rather disjointed and fragmented musical structure, as well as

a certain musical eclecticism.

All these industries have now amalgated with other companies or moved away from Reading, so whilst this work is a celebration of the town
and its industrial achievements, it is also a nostalgic nod to a time in which local industries dominated rather than the corporate giants we see

today. This nostalgic feel presents itself it various ways throughout the piece in moments of pastiche including a waltz and a jig.

This work was commissioned by the Aldworth Philharmonic Orchestra in 2013 as the prize from their annual young composers’ competition. It

was first performed at Reading Town Hall in January 2014 conducted by Andrew Taylor. The piece last almost 12 minutes.

This piece would not have been possible without the support of Brendan Carr at Reading Museum, who helped source the material for the
first two sections, and Darren Rowe and Gerry Westall from Sutton Seeds who provided the material for the final section. Copyright for the
original audio material remains in the hands of Reading Museum and Sutton Seeds. For more information please contact the composer at

michaelbetteridge@hotmail.com.



Performance Instructions

There is an audio track to be performed alongside the orchestra. Whilst this is not entirely compulsory, it is encouraged by the composer in
order for the work to be heard at its full potential. The conductor is expected to play from a click track which has 2 bars tacet before the

orchestra are expected to start. The audio track is in a stereo set-up.






Biscuits, Beer & Bulbs

With energy J =108

BISCUITS

Albert Walderidge, b. 1910
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