
Ric Graebner


8 Songs

for Soprano and Piano


on poems by

Emily Dickinson


2021





8 Songs 

Poems:  Emily Dickinson


These songs can be sung separately, and in any succession.

They could also be treated as a cycle, since the poems share a 
common reference to the sea, and the music, completed over a 
relatively short period,  will inevitably have some stylistic cohesion.   


The presented order corresponds to the dates of the poems,  which is 
also the order of composition.


Dickinson's punctuation has been reproduced.  It contains an 
abundance of dashes where one might expect other marks, or none.

Since there is no simple way to distinguish these typographically from 
the hyphens that separate syllables,  singers should make a note 
beforehand of any potential confusion between the two.


Vocal dynamics are open to interpretation, using the piano dynamics 
and the text as guidelines. 

The singer should stress syllables as in normal speech if they conflict 
with the prevailing metre - for example, in the last (melismatic) section 
of No.3 Adrift.  

Piano trills, in essence no different from tremolos found elsewhere, and  
notated with 'tr' for layout reasons, are performed 'clean' - without 
leading or final auxiliaries. The accidental for the auxiliary is always 
shown, even when a natural.  Its position above or below the tr symbol 
indicates whether the auxiliary is played above or below the main note. 

The slashed tremolo mark on chords always means fast alternation 
between the notes.  Distribute as convenient when more than 2 notes - 
(e.g. No. 2 m.12:  first trem. -  probably perform as AE dyad, alternating 
with G)


Ric Graebner  2021
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