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ORCHESTRATION

Piccolo 4 Horns in F

2 Flutes 3 Trumpets in Bb

2 Oboes 3 Trombones

Cor Anglais Tuba

2 Clarinets in A/Bb Timpani™ (also plays percussion)
2 Bassoons Percussion®* (2 players)
Strings Harp (Optional)

*Timpani (A, D, E):
Also plays: Vibra-slap, Tam-tam, Whip, Maracas, and Wind Chimes

**Percussion 1:
Tambourine, Xylophone, Wind Chimes, Clashed Cymbals,
Vibraslap (Shared with Perc.2), Tam-tam (Shared with timp. player),
Suspended Cymbals (with stick), and Snare Drum

**Percussion 2:
Wind Chimes, Bass Drum, Vibra-slap, Tubular Bells,
Drum Kit (S.D., B.D., Sus. Cymbal (with brushes),
Clashed Cymbals, Bongos (x2)

PERCUSSION LIST:

Snare Drum Kit: Side Drum with brushes, Suspended Cymbal, and Bass Drum
Bass Drum Bongos (x2)
Clashed Cymbals Suspended Cymbals (with stick)
Tam-tam Wind Chimes (x2)
Tubular Bells Whip
Xylophone Tambourine
Maracas

Vibraslap (x2)

Approximate Duration - 18 minutes
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IT - AFFAIRS OF THE HEART (6 minutes, 30 seconds).........cccceeeevveeeerveeeennneeenne. page 27
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NOTES FROM THE COMPOSER

I-YOUTH

The opening music depicts the spaciousness and openness of the moors around Mytholmroyd
in West Yorkshire, England, where Ted Hughes lived as a child. The scene is set with echoes
of birdsong, bubbling springs, and the clear wind blowing in gusts across the landscape. There
are points of interest in every dip and at every crest. Birds, foxes, rabbits, sheep and other
wildlife present a wonderful opportunity for adventure to the quickening mind.

Suddenly this image is broken by the sound of Red Indian drums in the distance, inviting
attendance at the camp in the woods below. The pace quickens as the trek begins. Up and
down, in and out, tumbling at times; through the valleys, through the woods, over the walls
and onwards towards the sound of drums.

The day is Sunday, the chapel is full, a hymn tune is heard being played from within the stone
walls. Outside the sun shines warmly and crickets can be heard inside the cracks in the stone
walls round and about. The excitement of the adventure ever present, ever enticing, the
youngster and his friends are keen to get back to the woods and to their adventures. What a
wonderful place this is!

II - AFFAIRS OF THE HEART

Let’s begin.... excitement, passion, joy, children, then tragedy, overwhelming grief, utter
devastation, numbness. A memory renewed, a passion re-kindled, the love of nature shines
through the darkness, the way forward is set.

III1 - THE POET LAUREATE

The opening of the finale represents a feeling of well-being and nostalgia; great recognition is
dawning. The Queen’s Gold Medal for Poetry, fishing trips, and Ted’s second marriage set
the scene.

A royal fanfare and tribute signal the arrival of the new Poet Laureate for the nation and form
a brief transition into the dance-like finale of this suite. A positive celebration of the legacy
left to us now. A final short coda takes us back to the magic of youth and the wonders of
nature.

My grateful thanks to Donald, Eric, and Lesley for their inspiration, shared memories and
encouragement to make this music relevant to the task set. Thanks also to Nick Hodges and
the Todmorden Orchestra who gave the first performance and went away smiling after the
first rehearsal!

My thanks also to my friends in the Orchestra of Square Chapel Halifax who gave the third
public performance to celebrate my 5 0" Birthday on 21 June 2009.

Lawrence Killian, Halifax, UK, September 2009
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