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The text is Horace's Ode Book 1, No 4.

'Solvitur acris hiemps'


The music rhythms attempt to reflect the distinction between long and 
short vowels,  and lengthening signs  e.g. ā, ī  etc. have been placed 
over less obvious instances, especially where it would be equally easy 
to sing either, or to distinguish a word from another with identical 
spelling but different values e.g 'canis' in line 4  (nec prata canis 
albicant pruinis  - 'nor are the fields white with hoar-frost') is two long 
syllables,  ablative plural of 'canus' = white, hoary, grey (nothing to do 
with dogs).


The piece was envisaged for a small choir,  but since the vocal lines 
never divide, performance by a solo quartet is also possible.


The accompaniment is ideally for rehearsal only, but may be used 
discreetly in performance, on a keyboard, or divided among appropriate 
instruments e.g. a string quartet;  2 clarinets, horn and bassoon  or 
some other combination that blends well with voices.


Interpretation might approximate to some of the more chromatic 
madrigals of composers like Monteverdi or Gesualdo,. Though these 
were not consciously models for the present piece, they point to the 
overall expressive tone, and its sometimes violent contrasts.
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