CORNELIUS CARDEW
DARTMOOR (1978)

for orchestra
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OCTOBER 1936

We stood at Gardiner's Corner,
We stood and watched the crowds,
We stood at Gardiner's Corner,
Firm, solid, veices loud.

Came the marching of the Blackshirzs,
Came the pounding of their feet,
Came the sound of ruffians marching
Where the five roads meer.

We thought of 50 many refugees
Fleeing from the Fascist hordes,

The maimed, the sick,

The young, the old,

Those who had fought the Fascist lords,

Sa we stopped there at Gardiner's,
We fought and won our way.

We fought the baton charges,

No Fascist passed that day!

MILLY HARRIS

Daritmoor

Silent evening steals across the land,

There's red and amber in the western sky,
So peaceful, as on lofty Tor I starnd,

And watch the day around me slowly die.

Soon, soon dark night will settle o’er the moor,
The stars alone will guide my wandering feet,

But through the silent night my heart is sure,
A dawn’ of light and freedom [ will greet.

Not so for those within those sombre walls,

That scar the view and fill the soul with dread,
Oh, woeful men that tread the silent halls,

Of Dartmoor Prison—with its living dead.

For them the dawn but brings another day,
Of torment—weary longing to be free,
Whate'er their guilt, the price they have to pay -
Takes no account of what a man might be.

For none so evil, but some good is there,

If we but search and give it rcom to live,
Regenerate them—let us do our share,

And help and hope, in generous bounty give.

Tear down these fearsome walls, down to the ground,
Give to these men the chance to build anew,

Till in their hearts seme joy of life is found,
And welcome dawn becomes their portion too.
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