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The first movement was performed by Joanna MacGregor at the 
Isleworth Festival on 20th May 2000. The other movements were 
composed between January and March 2002 and first performed by 
Helen Leek on the Big Noise CD. 
 
 
I Curtain Raiser  
 
II Soliloquy  
 
III Fight Sequence  
 
IV Love Scene  
 
 
Duration: 
 
I circa 2 minutes 
 
II circa 1 ½ minutes 
 
III circa 2 ½ minutes 
 
IV circa 3 minutes 
 
Total duration: circa 10 minutes (including pauses between movements)  
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


With excited 
expectation
q = 152

Simon Speare

for Joanna MacGregor




I
Curtain Raiser












Piano


p

   
mp

   
              

3

 




6 














 
mf

        
3

      
      

3

     




11 






p

          
f

  
mf

           

              





15 











       
3

mf

  
5

    
f

   

 p        
 

 











18 






(f)

             
ff

      
3

      
     

   
con ped.

ff    




Copyright Simon Speare 2002

21 


      
3

           
3

  
3

   


 dim.

       
p

3

    
3

  3 

2



24 











 

crescendo
3

  
3

          
Taking flight

5

     
  




 
3


3     3 

3

      
5



con ped.

f    

   




27 














   
     

 
 3

    
3

 
3


     

       
mp


 

31 
3

 
3

 
3


 

3

 3

  
3

  
3

  
3

  


   

 cresc. poco a poco


3

    
3

 
3

 3

  
3

  
3

  
3

  


   

34 












      

5

ff

     
    


    



        
6

                    




37 


Joyfully











  
 

loco

     
R.H

L.H              
  

molto cresc.          
fff 

f  

3






41 








                    
 

      
     

  
   




45 





  
sub. mp

              



   

     
f


     


48 















                    
3


   

ff 


p sub.

    




53 














        
3

  
     

(p) cresc.

        
3    




58 





                 
3


ff

         
 

mf


p sub.

 
crescendo   

  
62 















    
       

3 mf

      
3

      
3  

mp

  3

4






66 














  
dim.

    
3

mp dim.
      

3

   
 f 

      
  




71 








          
3

    pp 




74 



  

 
 
3

   
ffff poss.

Durata: circa 2'

 ff

  


   
3 pp

   

5






Reflectively
q = 80

for Helen Leek




II
Soliloquy

Piano


pp

cantabile       
          3

 
3  

3

      

5 


warmly




Pno


  

pp

      3    
pp

  
 

f

   


f

   


mf






9 








Pno


  

loco
fff


    

3

 
(loco) 

 


   3

   


  
 

 








13 


poco rit. A tempo

Pno

 

3


   







pp sub.


 

loco 
      

3

  

    
con ped.

   

poco rit.
16 



A tempo

Pno

  
3

  
3


       

5

      
6

   

6



19 



Slower
q = 60

Pno


mf

3

     
mp

  
p

  
(sim.)

      

         

rit.22 



A tempo




Pno

      
pp

    
pp
 

ppp


Durata: circa 1' 30"


ppp
poss.



   
  

7






e = 176
Tensely Simon Speare




III
Fight Sequence

To frustrated pianists worldwide




Piano


pp

marcato

        
p

  
cresc.

           

  ff


  




 


  
(mp)

   

4 


Pno

           
      

       


   
f

    
loco

      
   

     

7 


Pno


p cresc.

     


           

            

9 





Pno

                    
   

 f cresc.

      
ff           

8







11 






Pno

         
      

         
                


14 









Pno

 


        
                   


 



17 





Pno


           


ff sempre

            
              




20 





Pno

             
5

    


      
  


            

 5

  
             




23 


Pno

     






    

5








 


 


 




 loco

 


  





 
 


 fff

 


 5


    
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25 


Pno


ff

                       
 loco

   
   

       loco

      



27 


Pno

                        


                      




29 





Pno

         
          

             


 




31 


Pno


5

    
5

    
5

    
3

  
6












     5

    
5

    
       

33 





Pno







loco















loco










3

  
3

          

      
3

 3

          




36 


Pno


5

    
5

    
6

      



 loco









5

    
5

    
6


 

     
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38 






Pno







loco






 






loco


5





















     









  
   

loco

 


  





 





41 



<e = e>

e = 211
Faster





Tempo 1
e = 176




Pno

  

5

  




 

 
 

 


     
  

  


  


 fff


         

       








44

Pno







loco















loco















loco



 



     
 

47 


Pno






5 ,
























             
      


loco  

pp

   
fff

           


49

Pno

        
   

   


     
loco

      

11



50

Pno

                


               
51

Pno

                    


   
      

                              

53

Pno

                              

    


   
                       

55 





Pno


                           

                            




57 





Pno

     
(fff sempre)  

 

 
    

         loco


loco

   




59 


A little slower and more deliberately
e =160 






Pno


loco



    

  

 
  

 
(loco)  


 

    
  

  
  



12






62 


rit. (slow down 
the tremolo.) 


Pno


   

  
     

  
  



  
  

   
  

  
  

  






molto rit.65 


Tempo 1
e = 176 






Pno

 
molto

 
 

  

      
fff poss.


  




 







68 











Pno


marcato

           

 ff


  




 


f





 







72 


Pno

     
poco dim.

       

 pp

  
   




73

Pno

 
       durata: circa 2' 30" 

 
ppp

       
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


Warmly

IV
Love Scene

q = 92 Simon Speare

To Mark and Mary (married 16.3.2002)




poco rit.




A tempo




Piano


legato

f

          3

 3      
3







 




mf dim.


p

   




q = 63
Slower

<h = q>5

Pno


pp

3

  
cresc. poco a poco

      
dim.

   
mp

  
  

   


 
 mf 


     

poco rit.
A tempo

10 


Pno

 
p
 3

 mf

 
pp

  
     3

  3


 

 



   

p










 
14 



Mysteriously




Pno

 
quasi recitative

  

   

fff

               
   

ppp

       
  




18

Pno

   
3

             
3

    


as before

pp

  
mp cresc. poco a poco


   

 
   f 

 
   

 
dim.

    

14



poco rit.
23 



molto rit.





Gently throbbing
q = 68 


Pno

         
ppp

      

            





27 






Pno

      
p cresc. poco a poco
 

con ped.

    

 
 




29 


Pno

  


















        

        
       





31 










Pno


mf (cresc. poco a poco)

      
  

 
 

 
 



f (cresc.)

 

  





 





 

  




34 





Pno




        
 

 
 

 
 



        
fff (cresc.)













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



36 






Pno


fff poss.


 

    
     




 loco

 
 

 





poco rit.38 



A tempo
Warmly and tenderly












Pno


p


poco dim.
     

mp

      
3

p

   
        





42 






Pno

   
3

    
 

pp

 





44 



rit.

Pno

             
Durata: circa 3'
I-IV circa 9'

 
 

ppp


Simon Speare, Walthamstow, London

I: May 2000. II-IV: January-March 2002
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