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THE JUNIPER TREE

(A BOY, white-faced, sits in a chair. He has a white scarf around his neck. He
has an apple in his hand. There is a large chest with its lid open.)

(A Juniper Tree, which is evergreen, dominates. The WIFE is kneeling by the
tree. She is feeling the ground. She seems in a state of near panic, moving
around agitatedly)

WIFE : My husband's treasure lies beneath the tree!
Buried! It should be here, in the world!
My husband is rich, I am poor!
The tree is evergreen. It's roots live
like a claw around the treasure. Around the future.

(She starts to dance in a circle)

It never dies - we should use the treasure to give us a good life
before we are buried!

I am his second wife.

1 can do nothing to unbury our future.

{She is near the BQY)

He has a son by his first wife.
But!...Something terrible has happened.
Look how white the boy is

this son his father so loves!

He is dead! Dead!

{She moves away from the BOY)

He wants an apple.

I say: but the tree's not-sain apple iree!

The tree is a Juniper. 1t has berries.

I'm losing my temper witn him. I can't help it.
He's not mine!

I say: there's apples in the chest.

(She goes quickly to chest. She looks in - horrified and shuts lid)

The lid is heavy. He lifts it...
And then!
I've taken his head off!

(She goes into a trance - static)

His head is in with the apples

and his body's on the floor!

Am I going mad? I'm pulling my hair!
What shall 1 do? Put his head back on!
It was an accident!

(She finds herself stirring stew)
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SCENE 2

Later - Light Change - Daughter comes on dancing.
The WIFE is still making a stew)

M-J Mum! I'm home!
(She skips around)

WIFE My child! O My daughter! My child! My daughter!
M-J But what's wrong Mummy? It's such a lovely day. Be happy!

(WIFE stirs stew)

What's for tea? I'm starving!
WIFE Stew.
M-d Stew? Yummy! I'm starving.
And look: Peter's got an apple.
Peter's apple's uneaten.
Can 1 ask him for it?
WIFE (Stirring) Ask him for it. Ask him for it.

(M-J goes to PETER and speaks to him. She shouts to her mother)

M-J Mummy! He won't speak to me!

WIFE (Suddenly enraged) Clip him round the ear!
M-J No, that's cruel!

WIFE Clip him!

M-J No!

WIFE Yes!

M-J No!

(WIFE goes to M-J and\takes her hand)
WIFE Yes!

(With M-J's hand, WIFE takes a '‘¢wipe at PETER'S head. It falls off.
WIFE steps back with a gasp. M+J stands in horrified silence)

M-J I've killed my brother!
WIFE What shall we do?
It was an accident! I can't control myself!
M-J O mother! I've killed my brother!
WIFE It was an accident!
"M-Jd My poor, poor Peter!
WIFE We must hide the body.
M-J My brother's dead!
WIFE Beneath the tree!
M-J My Spring day has turned to winter.
WIFE No. My husband will see the turned earth.
M-J Mother! Peter is forever dead!

{M-J cries profusely. WIFE walks around with a scheming look on her face)
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SCENE 3 {Later. HUSBAND comes home from work. M-J is crying still)

HUSBAND Why are you crying girl?
Where's my son? The son I love.
Who one day will work with me.
Who, after I'm gone and buried beneath the tree
will go on.
WIFE He's gone.
HUSBAND Gone?

(WIFE serves food)

HUSBAND Gone where?
WIFE Gone to his Gran's
M-Jd Forever.
HUSBAND Forever?

(HUSBAND eats greedily as soon as he gets food)

WIFE Not forever. For a while.

HUSBAND Why did the child say 'forever'? Why is she crying?
Mem-m-m~m I love this food!

WIFE She said forever' because she's a child.

HUSBAND So that's why she's crying. He'll be back Mary-Jeannie!

(HUSBAND throws bones to-1loor. M-J collects
bones putting them in a white cloth)

HUSBAND 1 could eat this food forever!
The meat is so tasty!
More, feed me more!
The more 1 eat the more 1 want,
It's so delicious I could eat it all myself!
WIFE I'm not hungry.
HUSBAND (To M-J) And you car’it eat and cry!
So 1 will eat it all myseli:
M-J You eat. I will cry teurs of blood.
WIFE I used the last money on that meat
You must give me more.
HUSBAND More? Yes! I'll give you more!
More and more so we can eat this meat forever
and forever! Is there more meat now?
WIFE You have eaten the last.
"HUSBAND Sad that my boy couldn't have shared
in this meal made for a man!

(M-J lets out a cry. She carries her bundle of bones and puts
them beneath the tree. She returns to her parents.
There is a sudden, violent storm. Lights flash. The three huddle)

WIFE I'm so afraid!
HUSBAND Why is the storm so violent?
M-J Why are there berries on the tree?
HUSBAND What! What does she mean?
WIFE 1 don't know.
M-J We have made a storm

as the tree makes the berries!

{The storm stills. The BIRD appears. The BOY'S bones have gone)
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SIRD (Singing) Who Xilled me dead? My Mammy-0O.
M-J 0, the bird makes me feel sadder!
HUSBAND Sad? But it sings so prettily!

(WIFE cleans up after meal)

WIFE My thoughts purge all prettiness.

BIRD Who ate my flesh? My Daddie-O.

HUSBAND Rubbish! He sings to a replete and happy man
on a rich and beautiful day. Listen to the tune
not the words!

WIFE Let's have the riches before the song finishes!

BIRD Who gathered all my bones?

My sister, O my little sister O!
M-J O God! I know this story! It burns like the sun.
HUSBAND The sun is shining and warm!

The air smells of pure cinnamon.

WIFE My blood is like a solution of hot spices.

BIRD She bound them in a silk cloth
and laid them beneath the Juniper Tree.
Cheeperty-cheep
Such a brave bird am I-O!

M-d 0, such a brave bird too! I must tell!

He's dead!
HUSBAND Dead? The bird dead?
WIFE She means your father

HUSBAND But I know that!
M-J No! I'm talking about Peter!
Peter is dead!

(Silence. As they begin again, the BIRD-sings its song again)

HUSBAND 1Is this true? Margot, is this true?
M-J It's true.
HUSBAND How?
WIFE He...he...fell out of the tree!
M-d O, no! It was my fault, I did it!
HUSBAND You pushed him out of the tres?
WIFE No! It was an accident.
It is a foolish cruel tree,
it should be made to fall!
HUSBAND But where is my boy? (PAUSE)
Where? Where is my boy's body? (PAUSE)
WIFE In you.
HUSBAND In me?
WIFE In you.
HUSBAND How?
T M-J O, mother!
WIFE Hush child!
HUSBAND How?
M-dJ Don't tell!
WIFE Hush child!
HUSBAND How woman, how!
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WIFE You ate him! (SILENCE)

(HUSBAND lets out a cry. He gags, frightfully)

I'm sorry David!
HUSBAND In me! O God! Out! Must have him out!
WIFE I didn't know what to do!
HUSBAND Do! But you cooked him!
WIFE I had to hide him!
HUSBAND Why if it was an accident?
1 have eaten the whole of my son!
My beloved. (He gags)
M-J O, father! O father!
Fly bird! Fly away!
WIFE Yes, fly bird! Evil bird! Devil's parrot!
HUSBAND 1 must have him out!
I cannot live a minute longer with
my stomach the grave of my son
and my guts his passage to heaven!
I must have him out!

(HUSBAND goes a little off and puts his fingers into his mouth
to induce vomiting. M-J chases the BIRD off WIFE stands shaking
her fist at the tree)

SCENE 4 (Night. The WIFE is digging near the tree. We can hear,
distantly, the BIRD singing its song. Suddenly, the WIFE picks up
a bone of the first wife. She lets out.a small cry)

WIFE What is this! I am digging for tomerrow
and raising relics for carrion!

{The BIRD suddenly appears abuve her. The WIFE lets out a loud cry)

BIRD Who killed me dead? My Mammy-O.

WIFE (Madly swinging the boneé) Take the bone, bird! Crow!
Leave me to die about these roots.

BIRD Who ate my flesh? My, laddie-0.

(HUSBAND rushes on)

HUSBAND What are you doing?
WIFE I'm digging up the treasure.
Why is it buried?
What is the point?
Ever since we married
and you told me about it
1 have been obsessed.
We live today! What are you saving it for?
Were you saving it for your son?
He would inherit
while we limped on?
You've buried our future, this treasure,
because of your obsession with your first wife!
HUSBAND (Tenderly) No Margot! There is no money here!
The treasure 1 buried was that wife! (PAUSE)
WIFE {Horrified) What!
HUSBAND The treasure you're digging for is her corpse.
WIFE Then...our trials are in vain.
HUSBAND But...
BIRD Who killed me dead? My Mammy-O.
Who ate my flesh? My Daddy-O.
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HUSBAND (As if hearing BIRD for the first time:)
'Who ate my flesh?'! (Gags) 'My Daddy-0!
'Who killed me dead? My Mammy-0O,'
(Directly to WIFE) Mammy? Mammy?
Who Kkilled my son?

(M-J rushes on)

M-J (Distraught) I killed him!
I killed him! I killed my brother!

WIFE No! He was already dead.

HUSBAND (Distracted) My son! My son!

WIFE He had his head in the chest.
I dropped the lid. The chest claimed his head.
I could not help myself. It was an accident!

{(The HUSBAND and M-J cry. WIFE lays down to die.

HUSBAND kneels at

his first wife's grave. Suddenly, the BOY steps out of The BIRD)

PETER This woman is not wise like the tree.
But wisdom for the tree is easy: it cannot chose
to be stupid as it cannot chose to follow
the rules of life; the poor woman
must struggle against the failings of living.

(As PETER speaks, M-J recognises him. She gasps with joy. She

throws her arms around him)

M-J But how have you returned?
PETER 1 should not have died. It was a mistake,
’ The tree has forced another season; anoifier chance.

(The children go to the FATHER. They (xneel by him to comfort him)

M-J Will my mother die?
PETER She will die if she cannot live with herself.

(FATHER recegnises PETER)

FATHER Peter! My son! (They hug)
But how? How have you returned?
PETER 1 was born of the tree,
My mother was barren.
Once, in the winter-tine
she was paring the Juniper and cut herself.
Her bleod fell into the snow.
She looked at it and said:
O, for a baby as red as blood
and as white as the snow!
And her blood ran into the tree.
Six months later and pregnant
she saw the fruit hang big and thick on the tree.
As 1 was born she died and as she wished
you buried her beneath the Juniper.

(WIFE suddenly erupts)

WIFE You see! Who am I?! Who am I
to compete with the devil's-own deep privilege
of these mystical forces? My children
are born of the salt of man
and not the blood of trees!
You have traded me, all of you, for that woman's
bargain with heaven and
it's dealt me a hell!
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(She collapses in a heap. HUSBAND attends the grave of his first wife)

FATHER Perhaps it was all a dream.
My stomach is empty of my boy's flesh
while my mind is full of his memory.
PETER (To M-J) Come with me.
M-J- Where?

{PETER looks up to the top of the tree)
PETER To play!
(As the two go off M-J -pauses and turns back to her mother)
M-J Mama, don't cry!

(They go off. WIFE remains in a heap.
HUSBAND is bent over first wife's grave)

PETER (Off) Who must save her life? My Mammy-O!
Who must give her strength? My Daddy-~O!
Who will gather to them love?
My sister O, my sister O!
She will bind them with her arms
and they will dance beneath the Juniper tree.
Cheeperty-cheep
such a happy bird am I-O!
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