for Richard Steinitz and in memoriam Niccolo Castiglioni

THE NIGHTINGALE’S TO BLAME

Prologue

Simon Holt
(1996 - 98)

The house of Don Perlimplin. He sits at an upright piano, centre stage, his back to the audience. He wears a bright green
frock coat and a white curly wig. He plays the following Sonata like a wise fool. At the back is a balcony which looks
onto that of Belisa. Marcolfa, his maid, wears the traditional striped apron. She is concealed behind the piano, out of

sight. Lights fade up from total darkness during the first 5 bars.
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Marcolfa pops up from behind the piano.
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Marcolfa slowly re-emerges from behind the piano.
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