“...in the cloud cuckoo valley.”(a carnaval)
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The starting points for “...in the cloud cuckoo valley.” (a “carnaval’) were
the space within Christ Church itself and Rowland Emett’s mechanical
sculpture “A Quiet Afternoon in the Cloud Cuckoo Valley” which also has
a strong spatial element .The sculpture consists of a number of
mechanical objects and automata which , frozen for the majority of the
time , leap into action every fifteen minutes , carrying out a series of
repetitive actions , offering a tongue-in-cheek portrayal of an English
arcadia . These characteristics are reflected in the music which moves
between areas of stillness and activity with various mechanical musical
objects , ticking and twisting , moving at various speeds , passing
between the various players who projéct the sounds around across and
through the space. Much of the the pitch material which forms the work is
derived from the anonymous setting “Gatide Gaude Gaude Virginalis”
which can be found in the collection. &f medieval manuscripts , the
Worcester Fragments . “carnaval” is bgth a reference to the processional
nature of the work and to Robert Schumann’s piano solo in which he
depicts friends , composers and imaginary characters in music.

Paul Newland
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