Concert Overture
“Towards a New Age”

Scored for Symphony Orchestra

Andrew Downes

Commissioned by the Institution of Mechanical Engineers
in celebration of the 150th anniversary of its foundation,
for first performance on 28th January 1997 in Symphony Hall, Birmingham,
by the Royal Phitharmonic Orchestra, conducted by Andrew Constantine.

LYNWOOD MUSIC
2 Church Street, West Hagley, Stourbridge, W Mids. DY9 ONA England
telephone & fax: +44 (0)1562 886625 email: downlyn@globalnet.co.uk
website: www.users.globalnet.co.uk/~downlyn


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

ANDREW DOWNES: CONCERT OVERTURE: "TOWARDS A NEW AGE" Opus 60 (1996)

Duration 7
This Overture, scored for full symphony orchestra, was commissioned by the Institution of Mechanical Engineers in
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conducted by Andrew Constantine. As a result of the success of this work, Andrew Downes was awarded a
commemorative gold medal for his "outstanding contribution™ to the anniversary celebrations of the Institution of
Mechanical Engineers.

*...the overture flickers into life like a willing machine, broad chorales soaring proudly over energetic rhythms.*
THE BIRMINGHAM POST

' ..an incredible score. Among its many gualities is a marvellous understanding and control of the orchestra. The
music is very loud and dramatic at times and almost unbearably exciting and yet the texture of the writing is
absotutely faultless.' Dr David Wright - MUSICWEB
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Andrew Downes - Concert Overture: "Towards a New Age' Opus 60
Programme note

Taking his inspiration from the world of the mechanical engineers and also from our
closeness to the new millennium, Andrew Downes has created an overture which is full of
echoes of machines and at the same time optimism for the new age to come. The overture
juxtaposes many humanistic elements - strongly defined vocalistic, melodic and harmonic
writing and passionately emotional climaxes - with the clear regularity of machine-like
rhythm.

The overture opens with pizzicato 'cellos and double basses playing one note repeated
intermittently, giving a feeling of great expectation. They are very soon answered by a
plainsong-~like tune played on flutes. This melody has strong elements of the mixolydian
mode {equivalent to a scale running from G to G on the white notes of the piano). The
tune consists of 4 phrases, each of which is developed throughout the work.

The opening tune evolves into an exciting accompaniment with a variety of counter themes
(alt developed from the opening phrases} to an augmented version of the melody on
trumpets. The mood gradually becomes more rhythmic. Trombones and horns 'butt in’
with a domineering punctuation to it all. They are answered by strident melodic passage
on unison strings. The brass is then joined in syncopation by wind and percusston; and
the dialogue continues and becomes more passionate until it reaches a 'chorale’, played first
by the brass with a high frenzied chant in the strings, then by the woodwind with the
strings playing the same chorale melody in counterpoint. A strident version of the opening
pizzicato on cellos and basses returns at the same time, and the brass and percussion take
over the frenzied chant. The strings, in a broad sweep of harmony, carry this section to a
beautiful and highly emotional chimax, while~woodwind tn unison play a soaring and
plaintive descant above.

There follows a rhythmical passage featuring marimba, to introduce and accompany a 'foot
tapping’ section ntroduced on violins<and answered on wind. As it progresses, one has the
feeling that the 'machines' are in ful!l motion. Horns, violas and cellos seem to take on the
roll of large 'pistons’. Themes aad counter-themes create at the same time a great feeling
of jubilation.

Cellos and basses then re-introduce the opening, together with a return of the dominating
punctuation, this time calmer and on woodwind, accompanying the augmented version of
the main theme on trumpets, trombones and horns in three part counterpoint. A peaceful
phrase on high strings calms the mood, but only very briefly, for there is a build up of
excitement and a strong machine-like impetus to carry the overture towards even more
heightened passion in a return to the 'chorale’, which is higher in pitch and dynamics than
it was the first time.

The excitement continues with a strongly defined syncopated pizzicato introduction on
strings to a jubilant chant on woodwind in African-style harmony. These two elements
then continue to dominate in different parts of the orchestra ending with a climax on
strings and piccolo.

The opening pizzicato motif comes back with cellos and basses alternating with timpani and
the introduction of a bell, which heralds a very poignant passage featuring string soloists
playing the phrases of the opening.

The coda is the African-style chant going all round the orchestra in great jubilation, while
the percussion keeps the machine's pistons moving to the final chord.

Cynthia Downes


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

Concert Overture
“Towards a New Age”

Scored for Symphony Orchestra

Ci isgioned by the instioution of Mechanicat Engineers in celebration of abe 150 anniversary
of its foundation. First perfi 2 ke place on January 28th 1997 ar Symphoay Hall,
fante Moderato Binninghani. by the Royal Philharmonic Crehestra, Andrew Downes
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