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All games have morals; and the game of Snakes and Ladders captures, as
no other activity can hope to do, the eternal truth that for every ladder
you climbk, a snake is waiting just around the corner; and for every snake a
ladder will compensate. But it's more than that; no mere carrot and stick
affair; because implicit in the game is the unchanging twoness of things,
the duality of up against down, good against evil; the solid rationality of

ladders balences the occult sinuosities of the serpent ... but, I found,
very early in my life, that the game lacked one crucial dimension, that of
ambiguity - because... it is also possible to slither down a ladder and

c¢limb to triumph on the venom of a snake...

From Midnight's Children

by Salman Rushdie


http://www.bmic.co.uk/about/cr_bmic.asp

Te Susy Powlesland in celebration of wisdom.

Duravion: circa 7 mins
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