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The Death of Goliath

Libretto by Cynthia and Andrew Downes
Music by ANDREW DOWNES

This Cantata was written in the Summer of 1978 to be performed as part of the 200th anniversary
festival of St.Paul’s Church, Hockley, Birmingham. The performance was broadcast on BBC
Radio in 1979.

The work is designed to be performed semi-dramatically, as a Cantata in costume.

There are 3 characters, accompanied by piano:

Goliath ~ bantone
Goliath’s wife - soprano
David - high counter-tenor/mezzo soprano

At the premiere the soloists were: Catherine James (soprano), Michael Dowding (baritone), and
Andrew Downes himself (counter-tenor). The pianist was Malcolm Wilson.

For the programme note to the first performance Anidrew Downes wrote:

“My subject comes from the story in the First Bock of Samuel, but I have chosen to treat it from
an unusual angle, looking at the situation froi the point of view of Goliath, and more particularly,
from that of his wife. The latter is a completely fictitious character, but there is nothing in the
Bible to suggest that Goliath was not a married man. I have introduced her in order to add an
emotional dimension to a story which iz given only a factual account in the Biblical text.”

Press comment -

This is a work of consequence, strongly dramatic in content and constructed with an admirable
economy which in no way detracts from its emotional impact.”
THE BIRMINGHAM POST

Copyright (c) 1978 Andrew Downes

Published by:-

LYNWOOD MUSIC

2 Church Street, West Hagley, Stourbridge, W.Mids. DY9 ONA England
telephone & fax: +44 (0)1562 886625 email: downlyn(@globalnet.co.uk
website: www.users.globalnet.co.uk/~downlyn
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