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ANDREW DOWNES: SONATA FOR 4 HORNS Opus 22 (1981) duration 17'

This work was commissioned in 1981 by James Lowe for the British Horn Society, and first performed by Julian
Faultless, Ruth Wilkinson, James Lowe and Richard Duckett at the Horn Convention at the Midlands Arts Centre,
Cannon Hill, Birmingham, on October 18th 1981. The American premiere took place on 28th March 1995 at the
University of New Mexico “Composers’ Symposium”. The performers here were Ellen and Doug Campbell,
Stanislav Suchanek and James Lowe.

The Vienna Horn Society (The “Wiener Waldhornverein™) gave the first Austrian performance as a Horn Choir at
a Salon Concert at the Josefina Fraternity Hall in Vienna on 23rd January 1998, and as a result commissioned a
Suite for 6 Horns or Horn Choir and a Sonata for Horn and Piano from the composer. ‘

A Vienna Horn Society CD, entitled Messen und Sonaten, of music for horns and piano, include this Sonata for 4
Hormns, recorded by soloists Roland Fritsch, Suzanne Langor, James Lowe and Roland Horvath in February 2001.
The same soloists, together with Jonathan Sharp and Michael Sollner, recorded Downes’ Suite for 6 Horns in May
2001 for a second CD, entitled Schlosskonzert, which also includes Andrew Downes’ Sonata for Horn and Piano,
recorded by James Lowe with accompanist, Anne Madison, in March 2001. The CDs, which also include Andrew
Downes’ Sonata for Piano played by Anne Madison, are on the Aricord label, made in the Baumgarten recording
studios, Vienna, and produced by Josef Kamykowski.

Copyright (c) 1981 Andrew Downes
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