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An Overture originally composed for the Gloucester Youth Orchestra
for the opening concert of the Three Choirs Festival 1986
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ANDREW DOWNES - OVERTURE: IN THE COTSWOLDS Opus 36 (1956) ¢'

4 flutes, 3 oboes, 3 clarinets, 2 bassoons, 4 horns, 3 trumpets, 3 trumpets, 3 trombones, tuba,

percussion (4 players), sirings.

Composed especially for the Gloucestershire Youth Orchestra, this Overture is inspired by the serenity of the
Cotswold landscape, and the contrast of the hustle and bustle of the Gloucestershire towns.

The quiet legato opening on sirings, joined by a plaintive horn melody and echoes on the woodwind, immediately
places one in the open countryside. An urgent passage immediately following on low strings suggests that activity
is not far away. It soon becomes contrapuntal, mechanical and busy, as the other strings join in, followed by the
woodwind, who reiterate the theme from the opening, this time in a brazen fashion over the continuing industry of
the strings and percussion. The entry of the brass to join the woodwind leads the section to a climax. A rhythmic
figure in the sirings brings it to an abrupt end. The mood changes back to the tranquillity of the opening.
Suspensions in the harmony suggest the spirituality of the countryside, and of the Cathedral, which remains
constantly serene despite the modern world around it. A timpani roll then heralds again this modern world, and
another busy passage follows, more vital, energetic and climactic than before. The climax of the whele work is the
bringing together of all the themes and rhythmic figures in a frenzied cacophony. This comes suddenly to a
comforting conclusion which leads to a coda of great tendemess, suggesting that the Cotswold landscape in all its
glory still remains outside. A trumpet melody at the very end is the voice of the countryside asking to be left pure
and unpoliuted.

“Downes’ talent is unguestionably a lyrical one, as is iinutediately demonstrated in the work’s evocation of the
Cotswold landscape in the song-like opening melod? for strings, Vaughan Williams-like in its directness and
simplicity. Here shaped with superb serenity of phrasing by conductor Mark Foster, it stilled Gloucester Cathedral
before the first bar-line had been reached. But as.al vuily aware of the pitfalls of this picture post-card world,
Downes soon clouds his musical vocabulary with more jagged, strident, wholly 20th-century utterances depicting
the modern world of the town. The climax comes when the two sound worlds are set against each other, with the
enduring beauty of the Cotswold landscape triumiphing over all assaults. Instramentation is lavishly bold and
technicoloured as was gleefully demonsttated by the GYO. It was more than a little puzzling to find an orchestra...
giving the best new music at a festival 1amed for its choral tradition.”

CLASSICAL MUSIC MAGAZINE
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Overture: In the Cotswolds Opus 36
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