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A Child 1s Singing
The poem by ADRIAN MITCHELL

A child is singing
And nobody listening
But the child who is singing .

Bulldozers grab the earth and shower it.
The house is on fire,
Gardeners wet the earth and flower it.

The house is on fire.

The houses are on fire.

Fetch the fire engine, the fire engine's on fire.
We will have to hidéwn a hole.
We will burn slow'like coal.
All the people.are on fire.

And a £ivwd’is singing

And asbody listening
But the.child who is singing.

Reproduced by kind permission of Adrian Mitchell.

From an anonymous survivor of Hiroshima:

A glaring, whitish, pinkish light appeared in the sky. An unnatural tremor, followed by a wave of
suffocating heat, and a2 wind swept away everything in its path. Within a few seconds, the thousands
of people in the streets were scorched by a wave of searing heat...
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