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ORCHESTRA

2 Flutes (1st doubling Piccolo, 2nd doubling Alto flute)
2 Oboes
2 Clarinets in Bb (2nd doubling Bass clarinet)
2 Bassoons (2nd doubling Contrabassoon)

2 Hornsin F
2 Trumpets in Bb

Percussion (2 players)

-
12 Thai gongs (chromatic octave % I8

2 Tam tams (large and very large), Large bass drum, Spring coil
Harp

Strings
The score is motated in C

Orchestval parts avounble for bive from the publishers
A layger-sized conductor’s scoveas available for bire on vequest fron the publishers
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PROGRAMME NOTE

My concerto is really a cycle of seven bleak and brooding songs-without-words. The viola
sings, and the orchestra echoes its song in predominantly soft and gentle colours: flute, harp
and tolling gongs.

Each ‘song’ ends with a horn ‘Jebewohl’ farewell and each contains an allusion, sometimes
hidden, to an opera, a song or a madrigal. The trio from Cosi fin tutte, ‘Soave sia il vento’,
invokes gentle winds to blow the lovers’ ship back to shore; Penelope despairs, “You, you
alone make no remarning’ in “Torna il tranquillo al mare’ from Monteverdi’s I ritorro d’Uljsse
in patria; there is the ghost of Schumann’s allusion to Beethoven’s Ax dic ferne Geliebte, and
the reminiscences of Tristan (‘No ship there on the sea?’) and Idomeneo (‘Placido & il mar,
andiamo ...°). The last song comes from Monteverdi’s madrigal O sia tranguillo il mare:
‘Whether the sea is calm or rough I will wait for you to return’. The singer’s laments are
carried away on the winds, and the music resolves into a slow, dark rocking.
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